Reflection of Odia Life in The Americas rages
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UTKARSA OSA NEWSLETTL

From the Editords desk

The leaves are clinging on for dear life and the cool

autumn breeze is threatening to take them away.

Orissa is experiencing severe floods -we need to raise
funds. Orissi music needs to be revived in a big way.

Delve into this issue of Utkarsa to find useful

information about OSA 2012. If you could not attend the
convention this year, we also have some detailed

reports that cover some of the forums organized inJ  uly.
Membership drive is on and shows very positive results.

Sridhar Rana and Julie Acharya Ray
September 27 , 2011

(Photo: Arches National Park; 236 miles South of Salt Lake City, UT)
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PRESIDENT 0 S MESSAGE

Dear Fellow OSA members,

Namaskar! | hope you all  had a restful summer. My
team and | are energized and excited to get to work
with all of you on making 2011  -2013 an outstanding
term for the OSA family.

First 1 would like to acknowledge and thank our
previous team, Dr. Bigyani Das, the President of OSA, Mr. Pradip
Mahapatra, vice President, Mr. Pitamber Sarangi, interim secretary and Dr. Akhileswar
Patel, treasurer, for their outstanding contribution to o ur community during the last two
years. | have had the pleasure of working with the present executives as the secretary of
OSA. We have worked like a family. We hope to build on what they have created.

| would also like to thank Mr. Sridhar Rana and Dr.Ju lie Acharya Ray for continuing their
role as the editors of our own OSA journal, Utkarsa. As you all know they have done a
splendid job in keeping the OSA family connected and we are looking forward to working

with them.

Please let me bring your attention to a few things we are working on:

1. Increasing our membership

Our organization has been active for 42 years, but we still have room to grow. There are

many Odias in the U.S. who may not have hear
someone inviting t hem to join. Will you join me in reaching out to fellow Odias and inviting

them to be a part of the OSA family? If we each can invite a new member, we will create a
stronger base of support for each other and for the Odia community at large.

Also, the OS A life member fee is reduced from $300 to just $200 until March 31, 2012.

Please do take advantage of this offer and join us as life members.

Each of us can make a difference.

2. Keeping the OSA family connected
Utkasrsa , our online journal, is an inva luable resource for staying in touch with each

ot her , and 186d I|ike to extend a big thank vya
Acharya Ray and thank all of the contributors both past and present. In the coming year
wedd | i ke to make entdfichand mteractive.r e con't

Do you have ideas for new content, whether an article or a regular column? Please let our
editors know at sridhar_rana@yahoo.com & ankapa67@yahoo.com

3. Engaging young people

The 2010 and 2011 OSA conventions in particular proved that young people have diverse
talent, and when they put their talent together they can achieve miracles. It is heartening

to see our younger generation  Odias come forward to take leadership roles in OSA. We
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must ensure that such people of talent and initiative will continue to play that role and

' , . [NE  serve as role models for their
' ‘ contemporaries and the next
generation of Odias. As | write
this, | am proud to  announce
that eight young second
generation Odia families joined
OSA during the Labor Day
weekend Odia retreat in Santa
Barbara. What splendid news!

= e —
——
—_—

4. Strengthen the connection
between OSA and the people
at home in Odisha.

l dm thrilled t o
this year our OSA will take an
active part i n  NAR

meeting in Odisha.

As many of you know, the NROFC (Non Resident Odia Facilitation Center), situated in
Bhubaneswar, works as a liaison between Odias in the U.S. and in the state of Odisha.

This year its annual meeting will be December 18. Leena Mishra, secretary of OSA, will

be coordinating OSA activities for this meeting. If you plan to attend this year or you

know any Odia/OSA members planning to visit Odisha during December and would like
to attend the NROFC meeting, please let Leena or me know (our emails are
leena_mishra@hotmail.com / adpandeylOl@gmail.com respectively). The more members
participate in such forums, the better informed they will be regarding the activities of OSA

and the affairs back home in Odisha.

We would also like to establish a concrete base in Odisha. During my last visit, | spoke
with various government officials a  bout procuring a house to establish a cultural center in
Odisha. We are planning to establish a committee to spearhead this effort. | will be very
grateful for any advice any of you can offer for this project.

5. Establish an archive for Odias in the U.S.

The 2010 census revealed that there are more people from India in this country than
originally thought. We have to assume that this applies to Odias as well. We must have

an accurate record of Odias in the Americas. How should we go about it? Any advice? |
would be grateful if anyone can help us devise a scheme for a demographic survey of the

Odias in the Americas.

Currently we are in the process of establishing committees for important activities. We
have already established a grievance committ ee led by Dr. Panchanan Satpathy,
Dr.Anjalika Pattnaik and Nick Patnaik.

Also, we have formed a Membership drive committee with Pratap Das (Past

an

'OF
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President), Radha Gobinda Mahanty (President OSA O zark chapter) and Manoj Padhi
(committed member OSA}.

We are also in the process of establishing various committees mentioned below:

Womends | ssues
Youth issues

Chapter relations and integration
Community outreach

| will appreciate to hear how you can help us develop these committees and come forward
to join u s in whichever capacity you can.

Our community is full of talent, energy, and goodwill. Together we can move mountains.
With my warmest regards and best wishes,

Annapurna Pandey
President, OSA




Page®

VICE PRESIDENT 06 S MESSAGHE

Dear Friends,

My heartfelt thanks for your trust and support that you bestowed
upon me by giving me the opportunity to serve this noble
organization, OSA. Our executive team has already started
working on our action plan.

Since | always support and promote our beautiful Odia langu age
and culture, | voiced an appeal through OSAnet to all the OSA
me mber s . 't was tltetéspdrarnhedo ald

the national level, providing basic education in Odia literacy

and culture through summer camps, stage plays and dance

dramas in O dia language. | have received many encouraging emails from members from

different chapters showing support and interest for implementing this program in their

areas. Keeping their valuable inputs and suggestions in mind, | am currently working on

makingth e curriculum available on electronic medi
interested volunteers later. If you are willing to volunteer in this program or want to share

your valuable opinion and suggestion about this program, please let me know.

Like previous years, OSA will be inviting members to nominate the deserving candidates
for OSA awards in various categories. We are currently in the process of forming an award
committee. We will keep you updated with more information in the future.

The fun and excitement of the 42 nd convention at Plano, Texas is still fresh in our
memory, but the 43 ™ convention is already knocking on the door. Many members are
working their best to make the 2012 OSA convention at Seattle yet another successful
conventio n in OSA history.

With all your support, encouragement and positive energy, we are committing our best
efforts for a better and stronger OSA.

Warm Wishes & Best Regards,
Kuku Das

Vice President, OSA
kukudas@hotmail.com
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SECRETARY 0 S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

| wish to extend from the Secretariat, greetings to the
members of the OSA. | wish you all a great year ahead. I
am proud to get the opportunity to serve the OSA

’
L
NECUEEEE RN

CXEY community. On behalf of the Current team of OSA
officials, | thank you all for electing us to the OSA offices,
2011 -2013. We look forward to living up to your

expectations for the next two years.

Initially, OSA started with couple of families. Today OSA has nearly 800 members which
tells us that we are growing. | am sure all of us would like to see OSA as a larger and
stronger organization which can establish i ts own identity among the Odia s as well as in

the Indian communities.

As we are growing, we are facingn  ew challenges from various sources and also learning to
deal with these challenges in an efficient manner. While doing so, we realize that OSA
needs more resources; including number of members, commitments from its members as
well as funds to make it a str  onger organization.

As OSA officials, we are committed to take OSA one more step ahead during our tenure.
Currently we have taken initiative in attaining the following goals:
e Continuing the effort of increasing OSA membership
e Establishi ng the identity o f OSA in Odisha by providing a helping hand in different
forms when and where deemed necessary.
e Establishing the existence of OSA in Odias in North America through OSA
convention.
e With the initiative from Lata Mishr a trying to popularize the Odia Chhanda,
Cham pu and Odissi music among the Odia kids in USA.
e Working on improving inter chapter relationships.
Working on bringing benefits to its members which is however difficult to achieve
unless we have a larger community.

As the secretary of OSA | request al | the members/non -members of OSA to come forward
and take initiative to increase the membership of the organization and help OSA in any

way you can. Also, In this regard, | applaud our colleagues who have committed
themselves to the development of OSA in v  arious ways. It is our hope that all the
members will do their part in ensuring that the OSA will in fact be one of the im portant
means by which all Odia  kids in the region will be able to learn and share the culture and
tradition of Odisha  so that we can keep our culture alive.

Thank you,
OSA Secretary
Leena Mishra
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TREASURER 0S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,
Namaskar! | have provided update on following items. Please
feel free to contact me with any question or suggestions.
U Proposed OSA Annual Budget 2011 -12
\ ‘ U New Members
» U Update of DOLA
U Fund -raising

Proposed OSA Annual Budget 2011 -12

Income Expense

Membership Website :

(Life/5 -year/Patron/Benefactor): ~ $1,000

~ $20,000 Awards:

Membership (Annual) 1: ~ $1,000

~ $1,000 Convention Advance:
OSA Fee (From Convention): ~ $10,000

~ $3,000 Drama Festival:
Convention Surplus 2 $2,000

~ $1,000 Champu/ Chhanda/ Odissi
Return of Convention Advance 4: Recording 3: ~$1,000
~ $10,000 Humanitarian:

Fund -raising for Flood Relief: ~$5,000

~5,000 Other Projects:

Other Donations: ~$500

~ $500

Note:

1 Only annual membership and the difference between life membership and patron or
benefactor membership available for regular expenses.

2 Amount is estimate only. Once the convention account is fina lized there can be a
surplus or shortfall .

3 Champu and Chhanda recording: Approved by GBM 2011.

4 $7500 is already received and rest is expected after the finalization of convention
account. The convention committee has till December to finalize the account.

Current Financial Status

Al l OSA

ccount s has been transferred from
treasurer os

a
0 custody. Foll owing are balances i
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Checking #1 ending with 618: $7,330.07
Checking #2 ending with 728: $13,965.00
CD #1 (9 -month) ending with 599: $25,637.43
CD #2 (24 -month) ending with 609: $62,334.59

A quarterly (July -Sept) income and expense statement will be prepared in October and
published in next Utkarsa and posted in OSANet.

New OSA Members (As of August 31 st, 2011)

Please join me in welcoming following members to OSA. Also, the reduced OSA life
membership of $200 is available till March, 2012. We should all work towards increasing

our permanent members from current 747 to 1000 . | request all members to encourage
those who are not yet OSA member to take advantage of this opportunity. Also, | request

our 5-year members and annual members to upgrade their membership to life
membership by paying the difference.

Debasish and Mausu mi Chanda, TX, Life Member
Gautam and Monika Das, TX, Life Member

Sanjaya Das and Lucy Patnaik, TX , Life Member
Priyaranjan Dash and Amita Sahu, TX , Life Member
Sandeep and Mousumi Mahapatra, TX , Life Member
Suvankar Mishra and Alka Patra, TX , Life Mem ber
Debasis and Sasmita Mohanty, TX , Life Member

Jayant and Shernaz Mohanty, TX , Life Member

Deepak and Prachi Mohapatra, TX , Life Member

Ashok and Sarojini Nayak, TX , Life Member

Manoj and Subhashree Nanda, TX , Life Member
Sribachha and Monalisa Pand a, TX, Life Member
Shovan Prusty and Suchismita Sahoo, TX , Life Member
Aswinee Rath and Yunuen Perezvertti, TX , Life Member
Subhendu Rath and Satyasmita Tripathy, TX , Life Member
Nabaghana and Binita Tripathy, TX , Life Member
Siddhartha and Ranjeeta Rath, LA , Life Member

Nalinkant and Suchismita Sahoo, MA , Life Member
Saradakanta Panda , FL , Life Member

Dr Sunita Kanumury , NJ , Life Member

Subrata and Anu Acharya, TX , Life Member

Pankaj Patra and Chayanika Prusty, TX , Li fe Member
Sukant Mohapatra , TX , Life Member

Pranabesh Dash and Mitali Monalisa, OR, Life Member
Manoranjan Acharya and Sonia Sahu, OR, 5 -year Member
Suchismita and Gagan Acharya, TX, Annual Member
Sukanta and Mamta Baliarsingh, TX , Annual Member

Lisa Bedbak and Ajjai Alva, TX , Annual Member
Sachidananda and Sumita behera, TX , Annual Member
Sanjay Bhardwaj, CA , Annual Member




Nil Bisoi and Rashmi Das, TN , Annual Member

Amitabh and Bratati Das, Karnataka , Annual Member
Biswajit and Madhusmita (Jinu), TX, Annual Member
Chinmay and Sumita Das, TX , Annual Member

Kahnu and Kabita Das, TX , Annual Member

Priyadarshi Das, TX , Annual Member

Pravat and Sunita Dash, TX , Annual Member

Dambaru and Aminah Epili, TX , Annual Member
Duryodhan and Sabitri Epili , TX , Annual Member
Anshuman Kar, TX , Annual Member

Girish Lenka and Jyotshna Jena, TX, Annual Member
Abinash and Meena Mishra, Alberta , Annual Member
Sandipan and Asha Mishra, TX , Annual Member

Soumya and Aurosmita Mishra, TX , Annual Member
Subhransu and Sudipta Mishra, Tx , Annual Member
Subrat Mishra and Kadambari Mishra, CO , Annual Member
Soumya Mohanty and Lipsa Pattnaik, MA , Annual Member
Amit and Tanushree Mukherjee, TX , Annual Member
Satchidananda and Binayani Naik, TX , Annual Memb er
Anup Nanda and Aprarajita Mishra, TX , Annual Member
Sanjeev Nanda and Sima Mishra, TX , Annual Member
Kashinath and Sandhya Nayak, LA , Annual Member
Siddhartha and Anuranjita Nayak, FL , Annual Member
Subrat Pati and Abijita Debata, TX , Annual Member
Santanu Patra and Suchismita Pradhan, TX , Annual Member
Subhendu and Niharika Pradhan, TX , Annual Member
Deepak and Kalpana Rath, TX , Annual Member

Surath and Sangita Rath, TX , Annual Member

Ranjan and Smaranika Rout, TX , Annual Member
Sabeswar and S ujata Rout, TX , Annual Member
Sandeep Rout and Laika Nayak, TX , Annual Member
Tapas Sahoo and Smita Sahoo, TX , Annual Member
Pradipta Sahu and Bharati Sahu, TX , Annual Member
Sanghamitra Sahu and Srinagesh Tata, TX , Annual Member
Satya and Subhasmita  Sahu, TX , Annual Member

Girija Samantaray and Sagarika Mishra, TX , Annual Member
Biswaranjan and Mousumee Jena, TX , Annual Member
Amit Padhi, TX , Annual Member

Manoj and Jayanti Dash, AR , Annual Member

Sangram and Sanchita Panda, VA , Annual Member

Satya Dutta and Sushri Tripathy, TX, Annual Member
Sanjukta Satpathy, NE, Annual Member

Update of DOLA (Directory of oDias Living Abroad)

DOLA is the official member registry for OSA. The update of contact details in DOLA is
primarily a member respo  nsibility. Members need to communicate to chapter president or

Pagel10
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OSA treasurer regarding any changes to their address and/or contact information or they
can update those details themselves.

Following are the details as of Aug, 31 st 2011:

Life Members: 677
Benefactors: 29
Patrons: 50
5-year Members: 23
Annual Members: 45

Total Members: 824

| am currently verifying the contact details in the directory. Also, | will update chapter
affiliation for members based on input from cha pter president in the geographic area and
wish of the member. | will provide the details regarding the procedure in coming weeks.

Fundraising Plan

Current Flood Relief Effort

OSA has proactively sent $2500 for flood relief in Odisha through RamakKrishna Mission.

Our goal is to raise at least $10,000 for this effort and send the next installment to

Odisha Red Cross Society. As of 9/20/11, | have received checks for $950 and pled ges
for another $400. | will provide you regular updates through OSANet and send it to

chapter presidents/representatives. | again appeal for your support for this cause. Please

make your donation payable to 60SAS6 or O06Th® (
3916 Gladstone Dr., Naperville, IL 60565.

Chhanda, Champu and Odissi recording

In 2011 GBM passed a resolution that OSA would contribute funds to promote Chhanda,

Champu and Odissi music through its chapter by encouraging kids to sing in comm unity
events. To achieve that goal we want to record Chhanda, Champu and Odissi music for
beginner and intermediate level. Also, we want to keep its cost neutral to organization by

raising funds through sponsors in our community and/or selling the produced CD at a
nominal price. This will help us to continue to produce artifacts at a regular interval.

Regards,

Sushant Satpathy

Treasurer, OSA
e:susant.satpathy@gmail.com
Cell: 630-430-8258
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Outgoing PRESIDENT 0 S eddage

With Every Ending There is A New Begqinning

This is a new beginning in OSA. New executives with fresh
I deas and new dr eams have t ak
representatives. Freshness is in the air and this freshness
should be nurtured by the members to nurture our society. |
welcome the new office bearers Dr Annapurna Pandey, Kuku
Das, Leena Mishra and Sushant Satpathy. They have started
their job very admirably and | hope you all provide them the same level of support we
have received.

My term as the President has ended and | began my role as Immediate Past President for
the 2011 -2013 terms, from July 4 t, 2011. In this role my job is to mentor the new

en

of ficials and offer a helping hand whenever and

me at the front and center much, | will still be around. | feel happy and relieved that |
made through two eventful years and accomplished goals that | had set in the beginning.

Our good -bye present was a grand celebration, 42  nd Annual Convention in Plano, TX. |
thank the organizers, the sponsors and the participants for heart touching hospitality and

a great show of OSA talents. | feel happy that OSA has been under good leadership and

the organization will be taken care of properly.

There are also a few new beginnings in my life and this newness g ives me inspiration to
appreciate the beauty of this world. Irrespective of my excitement with my new
experiments in life, | look forward to maintaining contacts with those | have worked with

and those who have given me their well considered thoughts and s upport during my term.

On a final not e, I must say that the OSA®8s gr
that OSA will continue to be an organization where the executives are closely connected to

the membership and the membership is actively parti cipating in ornamenting the
organization with grace, growth and glory.

JjD"BBU Ocbe H{PLP LDC_

Jb Ac IaDjOe PS “ebabe
“I[PeE™ IXPA “iDZze

Aj jOaa cpf

"Let the rich contribute its wealth, let O]B PS h'p
the wise contribute its wisdom, let the S‘D Ne S‘D Oe
honorable contribute its radiance and A Ne A Oe
let OSA glow everyday with newness
and vigor with these contributions " CB Ne CD Oe
D]P[ LePab AOc jDbDNO €

OjRBtdad@b AD j®P_Oe

A yors kibBab Pe«e Jjb aRab f
, <j7(1>')( Lles

e al
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Outgoing VICE PRESIDENT 6 S 20
Award Report

OSA 2011 AWARDS

We thank all the award coordinators, participants and award sponsors for their support
on successful implementation of award process. Several awards could not be given
because of lack of participation. Congratulat ions to all the awardees.

Distinquished Oriya Award: Saradindu Mishra, NJ

Mr. Saradindu Misra came to the United States in the year 1971. Soon after his arrival in

the U.S.A., he became a member of the Orissa Society of
the Americas which was just started a couple of years
before. He passed his M.S. in Management in the year
1976 from famous Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn (now
Polytechnic University of New York). Subsequently he
joined the Computer Language Research Inc., Micro Vision
Software, Inc. in Long Island and UNICEF in New York City
before retiring in the year 2005.

Mr. Mishra is very passionate about literature and Oriya
culture. He is a prolific writer. He has written extensively

in almost all the OSA journals, covering different as pects
of life of the immigrant Oriyas. He was editor of Oriya
monthly newsletters for many years. He is the only person
who documented the history of OSA, its formation and
progress through the years, in the OSA journal, and is
aptly called the historian of OSA. He was the OSA editor
during 1987 -89. He also shared the responsibility of
editing the OSA journals many times. Recently Mr. Misra
was the editor -in-chief of the OSA journal in 2009.

I n early 7006s no I ndian pr ogr amdiaw dgsaciatieni of e d
Columbia University was the first organization which started airing Indian radio programs
in the year 1972, giving different Indian communities a chance to broadcast programs in

1 ]




Pagel4

their regional languages. Saradindu Babu joined the b and wagon, with wife Lata, and
started the first weekly Oriya radio program that year. Such programs continued for more

than five years and became an eagerly -awaited event among the Oriya families of the tri -
state area.

Mr. Mishra, born to a family dev  oted to social work, is an ardent social worker. He has
been contributing in a regular manner for the benefit of less fortunate children at Anath

Ashram (Thakkar Bapa Childrends Home) in Choud
for a school in Orissa. Mr. Misra is a champion of higher education. As many of the
talented students are not financially strong,

having three scholarships established in the then universities in Orissa. With a lot of
convincing debates wi th the members of the local chapter he helped establishing these
scholarships. Since then many students are getting benefited.

When no other chapter of OSA wanted to take the responsibility of holding the convention

in 2003, Saradindu Babu came forward ag ainst all the odds to take that responsibility.
With the help of a few friends, Mr Misra as convener of 2003 OSA convention hosted a
magnificent convention in Princeton, NJ which was attended by some 600 Oriyas.

Saradindu Babu is a man of utmost honesty and integrity. He played a vital role in

merging OSANY and OSANJ, two competing OSA Chapters in Greater New York area into
one OSA chapter named as OSANY -NJ.

Kalashree Award: Jyoti Rout, CA

Guru Jyoti Rout is the founder director of Jyoti Kala Mandir, C ollege of Indian Classical

Arts. She is actively engaged in spreading awareness and appreciation of this ancient art

form on the far side of the globe. She has received her training in Odissi dance at Utkal
Sangeet Mahavidylay, Bhubaneswar.

She is a trul y gifted performer and choreographer.
To witness her dance is to see the ancient temple
sculptures come to life. She is most appreciated for
her abhinaya. She moves between rage, love, fear
and amusement with ease, moving you to empathize
with each charact er. Even within each emotion she
conveys the subtle nuances, those imperceptible
shifts in feeling - with clarity and genuiness.

She has choreographed more than 50 new odissi
items based on odissi traditional music. She is the recipient of an award for he r
outstanding choreography from the prestigious Ethnic Dance Festival at San Francisco
(USA) in 2006. She has been honored by several National and International awards from

wa
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around the globe including Pride of India National Award, Shrishetra Mahari Award f rom
Jagannath Puri, Shrestha Odiani and OSA Kalashree award.

Guru Jyoti Rout is an inspired teacher. She has shaped her students into great dancers,
several of whom have chosen to move across the country to study with her. She has
trained a number of stud ents for their Ranga Puja, many of whom have become
successful soloists and Odissi dance teachers. It is fascinating to watch her transform her
students, most often from a western ethos, into dancers having the consciousness,
sensibility and body language of an Odissi dancer. She teaches Odissi as a spiritual
practice, emphasizing relaxation, mindfulness and focus while engaging in rigorous
physical practice.

As Brenda Payton of the Oakland Tribune (News paper) rightly observed "Jyoti Rout has
no interest in simply making beautiful dances, even though by all accounts her
performances are stunningly beautiful. She's after something more profound. As a dancer,
choreographer, and teacher of Odissi dance...she is trying to channel and communicate
the essence of spirituality."Shyamahari Chakra of THE HINDU (News Paper) said
OAmbassador of Odissi Danced.

Special Note

1. No nominations/applications were received for the
following Award categories.

¢ Utkala Mani Gopabandhu Das Memorial Award
e Youth Volunteer Award
e Yuva Kala Vikash Award

2. The following Award categories were canceled due to lack
of qualified applications.

e Subrina Biswal Award for Academic Excellence
e Kalinga Youth Entrepreneurship Award

Our sincere thanks are due to OSA 2011 Award Committee members Mr. Saurjya Kanta
Khandai, Mrs. Rosalin Samantray and Mrs. Minakshi Panigrahy for diligently carrying out

the Award selection processes. Special thanks to Mr. Manoj Mahapatra for guiding the

Award Committee in the advisory capacity. We also thank the sponsors Dr Nilambar and
Anu Biswal, and Dr Sitakantha Dash for sponsoring Subrina Biswal Award for Academic
Excellence, and Sradhananda Mishra for sponsoring Kalinga Youth Entrepreneurship

Award. We thank Dr Ranjan Dash, the coordinator of Kalinga Youth Entrepren eurship
Award.
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Meghna Memorial Award for Creative Writing

Senior Category (age group 13 - 18 years):
e 1st Prize - Sweta Pratyasha Sahu
e 2nd Prize - Ayesha Mishra
e 31 Prize - Neha Satapathy

Junior Category (age group 7 - 12 years):
e 1st Prize - Aarushi Nayak
e 2nd Prize - Disha Das
e 31 Prize - Kareena Mohapatra

Note: Our sincere thanks to OSA Convention Souvenir Committee volunteers for executing
the program, parents for encouraging young kid
Trustd for sponsoring this Award

Subrina Biswal Awards (Performing Arts)

Junior Category:
e 1st Prize: Devak Nanda
¢ 2nd Prize: Meghna Sahoo, Neha Khuntia, Megha Khuntia

e 3rd Prize: Yogesh Mohapatra

Senior Category:
e 1st Prize: Shweta Sahu
e 2nd Prize: Ishani Sahoo, Malina Maharana, Simantini Mitra -Behura, Smruti

Rath
e 3rd Prize: Abhishek Routray

Note: Our sincere thanks to OSA Convention volunteers for executing the program,
parents for encouraging young kids to participate and Dr Nilambar and Anu Biswal for

sponsoring this Award.

Odia Debate Competition (13 - 18yrs)

e 1st Prize: Abhinav Mohapatra
e 2nd Prize: Sonakshee Shree
e 3rd Prize: Shweta Sahu
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Odia Poetry Recital (< 6yrs)

e 1st Prize: Akhilesh Mishra
e 2nd Prize: Swayam Rath
e 3rd Prize: Ipsa Prusty

Odia Poetry Recital (7 - 12yrs)

e 1st Prize: Shreya Prachurjya
e 2nd Prize: Mallesh Maharana
e 3rd Prize: Samay Shashwat Sahoo

Note: Our sincere thanks to OSA Convention volunteers for executing the program,

parents for encouraging young kids to pastocipat

sponsoring Odia Debate/Poetry Awards.

Champu, Chhanda Awards

e 1st Prize: Elora Mohanty
e 2nd Prize: Ananya Kar
e 3rd Prize: Simoni Mishra

Note: Our sincere thanks to OSA Convention volunteers for executing the program,

parents for encouragingy oung kids to participate and Mrs. Lata Misra for sponsoring
Champu/Chhanda Award.

Life Time Achievement Awards

1. Shantanu Mohapatra i s one of the rarest gems in th
tradition. An alumnus of IIT, Kharagpur (1957); a distinguished Geoscientist by

profession who believes in rapid socio -economic
development through planned large scale exploration and
exploitati on of the vast and varied mineral wealth, our

state is endowed with. Shantanu Mohapatra, a born

singer who as a music director has composed the first ever

Ball ad Song in oDi A i.e., oKon
t he | egendary Akshaya Mo h ain&
(1962)sung by Sikandar Alam. For the first time he
introduced legendary Bollywood Greats, Lata Mangeshkar,

Md. Rafi & Manna Dey into oDIiA film music for

1%

ar




Pagel18

60Suryamukhi o (1963) and 0 Arundhati o (1967
considered as the milest one in oDIA film music. He is the only oDIA Composer to
have composed Geet & Ghazals for Doordarshan, New Delhi.

A Rare Feet indeed, especially when considered in terms of his 50 long years of
Creative Music Composition & Diroelcitgihotn GCofas
oTraditional Fol ko, oDevotional 6 and Moder
tuned and over 108 Singers taught by him by 2009.

Please see the following links for more info on Mr. Mohapatra

http://cinemasagar.com/2011/05/santanu -mohapatra/
http://www.odisha360.com/infopedia/4/254/shantanu -mohapatra

. Chitaranjan Jena 's musical career spanning over four decades has been a saga of
melodious music in oriya film industry. His melody continues to enthrall the Odia
audience for last four decades. He is more known for his romantic voice among the
young generation. Born in 19 41,he was highly
inspired towards music from his parents,
Jadumani Jena and Hemanta Kumari Jena.
Though he is considered to be a born singer,he
received his training in music from guru Sri
Pandit Bhubaneswar Mishra.

He stepped into Oriya music industry as a
playback singer in 1965 in film "Mana Akasha"
music directed by Upendra Kumar and since
1965 his popular discs are "Najare naja gori bali

jatra dekhi","E parabata kunchi kunchi ka."..

along with some all time great film hits "Mo priya tharu kie adhika sundara”. This is

the song, which brought him him a recognition as a romantic melodious singer.

Its said that his GAYAKI is never straight forward, but with full of minor mids
"HARKATEIN". The specialty in those mids are the style and taste of odishi, wh ich
differentiate him from others. Like every regional song has its own tune which
manifests its culture, Chitta Jena's voice reflects this philosophy about music of

Orissa. This was rightly understood by the legendary music director Sri Prafulla Kar

and in all his music, he has rightly utilized this voice from the beginning, even in

Oriya gawalis like "Tuma Sadhee ra Ranga Nakali" - film Sindoora Bindu.

In his career span, Chita Bhai has rendered voice most often under Prafulla Kar's
music. This duo has not only produced melodious songs, but also set up a special
category of songs in the music industry. Who can forget songs like "Dekhi se bana
mali Radha hele batuli", "Manika alo alo manika", Dhali dia sara" and many other.

He also had the opportunity t o work under the music direction of Sri Upendra

s A
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Kumar, Sri Bhubaneswar Mishra, Sri Sribasta Pattnaik, Sri Rakhal Mohanty, Sri
Basudev Ratha and Sri Akshay Mohanty.

Currently he is residing along with his family in Cuttack, and spends his time in his
own recording studio and performing various programs in and out of Orissa and
abroad. As a person he is extremely generous and very friendly and at the same
time very emotional. People have seen tears in his eyes while singing the famous
song "Kahin gale sh yama ghana" - film Bandhu Mohanty at a cultural program in
Puri.

Although he is known as an inborn artist and made endless contribution to the

Oriya music industry, as usual, he is ignored by all the concerned bodies for the
kind of recognition he deserve s.

OSA 2011 Appreciation Awards

Following OSA Appreciation Awards were presented to OSA members for their support
and service to OSA in essential roles. Congratulations and Thank You!

Award Type Name Details

Drs Uma B and Shanti For years of service to OSA in many roles
Mishra and continuous support

For years of service to OSA in many roles
and continuous support

For years ofservice to OSA in many roles
and continuous support

Dr Sitakantha and Kalpana For years of service to OSA in many roles

Life Time Service Award

Life Time Service Award [Saradindu and Lata Misra

Life Time Service Award Dr Nilambar and Anu Biswal

Life Time Service Award

Dash and continuous support
OSA Service Award Bibek Das Editor, OSA Annual Souvenir (2010)
OSA Service Award Dr Babru Samal For creating lasting OSA memories with
photography
Cultural Excellence Cultural Coordinator, 2010 OSA Annual

Gayatri Joshi

Award Convention

OSA Communication . OSAnet Chairman, 2011
Sunil Sabat

Award

OSA Dignity Service Chair, OSA Defense Committee, 2009

Sradhananda Mishra

Award 2011

OSA Service Leadership Dr Priyadarsan Patra Coordinator, New Chapter, Pacific
Award Northwest Chapter, 2011

OSA Service Leadership Sandip Dasverma CoCoordinator, New Chapter, Pacific
Award Northwest Chapter, 2011

New Chapter Certificate |Pacific Northwest Chapter
OSA Positive Image Dhirendra Kar For continuous OSA support and creating
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positive image of OSA in Orissa through
NROFC

OSA Positive Image
Award

Purna Mohanty

Creating positive OSA image i@rissa
through Invest Bhubaneswar
Symposiums

OSA Service Award

Dr Durga Mishra

Election Committee Member, OSA
Election 2011

OSA Service Award

Dr Abani Patra

Election Committee Member, OSA
Election 2011

OSA Service Award

Hara Narayan Padhi

Election Committee Member, OSA
Election 2011

OSA Service Leadership
Award

Tapan Padhi

Convener, 2011 OSA Convention

OSA Service Leadership
Award

Debasis Nanda

Co-Convener, 2011 OSA Convention

OSA Service Leadership
Award

Dr Gopal Mohapatra

Chapter PresidentHost Chapter (South
West Chapter), 2011 OSA Convention

Service Innovation
Award

Dr Julie Acharya Ray

Editor, OSA Newsletter, 2002011

Oriya Cultural Icon and
Appreciation Award

Mrs Jharana Das

For Life Time Service and Contribution to
Oriya Culture

Appreciation Award

Ghanashyam Mohapatra

For Service and Contribution to Oriya
Culture

Appreciation Award

Satyananda Mishra

Chief Speaker, OSA 2011 Convention

Appreciation Award

Minati Mishra

For Service and Contribution to Odissi
and Folk Dance

Appreciation Award

Jagi Mangat Panda

Keynote Speaker, OSA 2011 Convention

Appreciation Award

Jim McDermott

Keynote Speaker, OSA 2011 Convention
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Outgoing SECRETARY S 2011 @Bdd M

Reported by: Pradeep Mohapatra

GENERAL BODY MEETING OF OSA
July 3 rd, 2011

Main Ballroom, Marriot at Legacy Town Center
Plano, Texas

Time: 11:40 AM -1:45 PM

Present in the Podium:

Dr Bigyani Das (President): BD

Pradeep Mohapatra (Vice -President): PM

Dr Akhileswar Patel (Treasurer): APL

Sunil Sabat (OSAnet Chairman)  as Sgt-At-Arms: SS
Dr Lalu Mansinha (Parliamentarian): LM

Attendance: Around 150 at the start of the meeting and 65 towards the end. There was
some inflow and outflow of members in the interim period.

Official in charge of the Floor: Lalatendu Mohanty, = Chapter President of NYNJ chapter
and BOG member was handling questions from the floor.

(This minutes is prepared by Pradeep Mohapatra, Vice -President of OSA and has
been communicated to the above members present in the podium and the current
officials of OSA).

Meeting started with the call to order by Mr Sunil Sabat, chairman of OSAnet

Presidentds Report

President Bigyani Das presented the agenda of the meeting.

Then she read the Go od OSA Member pledge before presenting the report about the state
of OSA. She congratulated the convention organizers for a successful convention and
thanked the coordinators of two new chapters, Grand Canyon Chapter and Pacific
Northwest chapter that were  formed during the administration. She also congratulated all
the BOG members and other volunteer members for working hard and overtime for
coming up with a final modified draft for the constitution.

The president then announced the parliamentarian Dr Lalu Mansinha.
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Vice-Pr esi dent ds Report

Vice-President Pradeep Mohapatra announced recognition awards for OSA members that
have contributed significantly for the betterment of the society during the current
administration. A few members were recognized f or their lifelong contribution. They were
Drs Uma and Shanti Mishra, Dr Nilamber and Anu Biswal, Dr Sitakantha and Kalpana
Dash and Saradindu and Lata Misra.

Secretaryds Report

Secretary Pitambar Sarangi was absent as he was out of the country and had sha red his
report that was read by Akhileswar Patel summarizing the activities. The BOG meeting

mi nutes were regularly published in OSA news|
unanimously. The motion was brought by Digambar Mishra and Dhirendra Kar secon ded

it.

Treasurerd6s Report
Treasurer report was presented by Akhil eswar Patel.

Prabir Dash asked about the legal breakdown cost. Manoj Padhi also as ked 0Gi
breakdown of Legadlal e xMoehmasneesyé6 2questi oned 0 Wh a
E x p e n s AkbkilPatel re plied with following details:
The total dollar amount paid to Rich ard B Rosenblatt was $70 ,105.19, on
following dates:
12/10/09  $5000.00
2/5/10 $4522. 82
3/18/10 $5395.30
4/21/10 $6000.00
5/20/10 $6000.00
6/18/10 $6000.00
6/30/10 $ 783.00
7/27/10 $6000.00
8/26/10 $6000.00
9/29/10 $6000.00
11/16/10  $6000.00
1/30/11 $6000.00
4/11/11 $6404.07
BK Rath commented against publishing the names of people who pledged but did not
honor it.

Shanti Mishra brought the motion to approve Treasurer Report and Suniti Behera
seconded it. Motion carried.

On the topic of 0 p | expgegses 6 Sandeap dasy ermal suggested te do a
follow up call with the membersé.

et
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CA convention had a surplus which had helped OSA in managing the annual expense.
Everybody appreciated the fundraising committee and the financial committee of CA
convention and their prompt action as regards clearing up the convention account.

Modified Constitution (Presented by Bigyani Das)
Bigyani Das p resented the modified constitution and highlighted the parts that are
modified from the previous constitution. She stated the legal formalities that are involved

in the name change by substituting 00di shabo n
soci eteg @ITi ssa Society of the Americasdé. This |wo
EIN number, legal expenses and some paper work.

BK Rath proposedtot ablethena me change, start discussion o|n
LM suggested, in Canada if a new name for th e Organization is registered then old
Organization could be added to the new one as a subset.

LM conducted the discussion part of the constitution. There have been discussions on

various aspects of the constitution revision in which Chitta Baral, Somdutt Behura,
Dhirendra Kar, Pratap Das, Saradindu Misra, Uma Misra, Digambar Misra, Shanti Misra,

Hara Padhi, Shradhananda Misra, Annapurna Pandey, Suniti Behera etc. participated.

Most of the discussion was centered on the disciplinary action in which Mihir D ash, Hara

Mishra, Manoj Padhi were vocal.

After about one hour of discussion finally the proposal to accept the constitution as it is

was brought by Dhirendra Kar as a main motion. This was seconded by Pratap Das and

was voted by the majority present in the meeting during that time.

For. 46: Against. 6, Others abstained

Topi c: Rename Kalashree Award to OArun Das Memor

Motion was brought by Saradindu Misra & Dhirendra Kar seconded it. The motion was
approved unanimously.

Topic: Drama Festi val
a) OSA Regional Drama Festivals become an annual event
b) The OSA Executive Body and Board of Governors will select three coordinator(s) and
announce the names at the General Body Meeting.

c) After initial appointment, each year one of the coordin ators retires so the
participation spreads to new volunteers and geographical areas.
d) Pratap Das br ought the motion and Debaki Nandan Chowdhury seconded it.

Topic: Champu Chhanda

OSA shall take additional initiative to invest some funds for creation of karaoke music for
Champu, Chhanda and Odissi. This will help the aspirants for this initiative to practice

on their own, since we do not have teachers in this area throughout the country.

Saradindu Misra brought the motion and Dhira Kar seconded it.
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Next Year 8s Conventi on
President Bi gyani Das decl ared next year 0s c(
Northwest chapter.  This was approved unanimously.

Welcome of the Incoming OSA Officials

Bigyani Das welcomed the incoming officials of OSA Dr Annapur na Pandey, Kuku Das,
Leena Mishra and Sushant Satpathy and invited them to the podium. She presented the

new officials OSA parliamentary plaque as a symbol to preserve the values of the society

and take care of the organizational dignity. Dr Annapurna Pand ey introduced her staff
members and declared the reduced life membership fee of $200. She asked for every
member ds help in taking the organization for wa

Topic: Grievance Committee

Dr Annapurna Pandey announced the members of the Grievance Hearing Committee as
Nick Pattnaik

Dr Panchanan Satpathy

Dr Anjalika Patnaik

Hara Padhi brought the motion and Babru Samal seconded it. It was accepted
unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at about 1:45 PM.

nwv
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Outgoing TREASURER 0 S edert

Following is the Ac count summary of OSA presente d at the
General Body Meeting of 42nd OSA Convention at Dallas, TX. The
details of the account were discussed and approved by the GBM.
This was also audited by Raj Maruvada & Associates, P.C.on
5/14/2011.

The Orissa Society of Americas
Receipts and Payments July 1, 2010 to April 30,2011

Receipts:($) Payments:($)
Membership Fees: 3,210.00 Program related expense: 1,075.16
Donations : 8,284.00 Legal fees: 37,187.07
Interest Income: 1,260.31 Election expenses: 680.63
Donation Returned: 6,000.00 Convention advance: 10,000.00
Incentive from Bank: 50.00 Postage and printing: 1,773.68
Receipts from 2010 Convention:
12,562.72
Total Receipts: 31,367.03 Total Payments: 50,716.68

e EXxcess of Receipts over Payments : (19, 346.65)

Current Assets as of 8/31/2011 ($)
Checking A/ C: 7,830.07

Fixed Deposit : 25,631.81

Fixed Deposit : 62,224.67

Total : 95,686.55

The OSA account has already been transferred to the signatory of incoming Treasurer Mr.
Sushant Satpath y via Bank to Bank Transfer Process.

Akhileswar Patel
Outgoing Treasurer of OSA.
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OSA 2011 CONVENTION REPORTS

42ND ANNUAL OSA CONVENTION (An Overall Report)

A Texas Size Meet: the Largest and Best Gathering of Odias outside India

By Tapan Padhi (OSA 2011 Convenor)

Any Texan can tell you that the biggest and best of
anything and everything is in Texas, and if it is not, it
should be. The 42nd Annual Convention of the
Orissa Society of the Americas (www.OSAll.org )
concluded in Plano, a northern subur b of Dallas,
Texas on July 4, 2011. And, true to the culture of
Texas, it was the largest (900 + attendees) and the
best of all OSA conventions so far, with a very
successful and widely praised business symposium;
back to back high quality cultural presen tations on
stage with artistes from Odisha, and home grown
artistes from America; complete with academic
seminars ranging from Higher Education to Wome
culture was palpable in the ambience.

(Inaugural Stage)
(Wasitrac co-c hai r Mr Debadutt Das h, Hondbl e cong-r e
convener Mr Debasis Nanda)

N
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This OSA2011 is remarkable in that a ranking member of the House, Honorable
Congressman Jim McDermott, as the Chief Keynote speaker of the convention, not only
knows Odisha and of Odisha, visited Odisha, talked about the up and coming Odisha of

the future, and invited the next OSA2012 to his home state of Washington. Mr.
McDermott, Congressman from the Seventh C ongressional District of Washington State,
is a member of the powerful House Ways and Means Committee, and Ranking Member of

the Subcommittee on Trade, and founder and Co -Chair of the Congressional India and
Indian -American Caucus. He is indeed a friend o f Odisha at high places. Mr. McDermott
has been to India 22 times. He spoke fondly of Odisha, and of his discussions with CM

Sri Naveen Patnaik and other government and business leaders. He said he intends to

visit Odisha many more times. But he also di rected Odias in the US to do more in getting
Odi sha known in the US. He said O6You <cannot
never heard of d. I n response to Congressman M

Seattle, Washington.

(Guruji Shri  CB Satapathy inaugurating 42  nd OSA Convention, accompanied by Convener
Tapan Padhi, co - convener Debasis Nanda)

o o
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(President Dr. Bigyani Das) (Mr Satyanand Misra, Mr. Shantanu Mohapatra, Ms. Jagi
Mangat Panda) (Incoming President Dr. Annapurna Pandey)

The convention was inaugurated by lighting the lamp and offering prayer to Lord
Jagannath by Guruji Shri CB Satapathy who talked about cultural heritage and bright

future of the OSA. Legendary Music director Mr. Shantanu Mohapatra was the chief

guest. Ms. Jagi Mangat Panda, CEO, Ortel and OdishaTV was the Chief keynote speaker -
youth and Mr. Satyananda Mishra, Chief Information Commissioner of India attended the
convention as the chief speaker. Lifetime achievement award was conferred on Shri
Shanta nu Mohapatra and famous legendary odia singer icon Shri Chitaranjan Jena.
President award winner and producer oddirector of Odia film
Ghanashyam Mohapatra was awarded and recognized on stage for his contribution to

Odia cinema by OSA pa st president Mr. Sitakantha Dash.

(Ms Jagi Mangat Panda and Mr. Satyanand Misra speaking during OSA inauguration)

(OSA Vice -President Mr Pradeep

Mohapatra) (42nd OSA Convention Audienc e)

0 K
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The Odisha Delegation to OSA2011 in Dallas was led by Shri Surya Narayan Patro,
Minister of Revenue and Disaster Management. Other delegates were Shri T.
Ramachandru, Industries Secretary; Shri C. J. Venugopal, MD, IPICOL and Dr. Dhanada

Mishra, Co -Chairman, Invest Bhubaneswar along with many young Odia ent repreneurs
from Orissa. The organizing team of business symposium led by Ashok Khuntia, Deepak
Mohapatra, Gopal Mohapatra, Satyakam Nanda and Sribachha Panda did a wonderful

job.

Noteworthy is the presence of the Odia enterpreneurs in the business symposi um with
multinational companies, with presence in Odisha, US, Canada and the Middle -east.
Just a few years ago Odisha came as a supplicant, to invite foreign investment to exploit

her resources. This time there has been a subtle shift, in that there is a two way

movement of investment. In fact many of the main sponsors of the OSA2011 are from
outside US: grand sponsor Mr. Akshay Kumar Parija, of Blue Line Shipping, is from the
Middle -East; diamond sponsor Mr. Subhas Bhura, of Utkal Builders is from
Bhuba neswar; gold sponsor Mr. Nihar Samantara, of IGNIS technology is from Bangalore;
Mr. Sradhananda Mishra, of CSDC Systems, started in Canada, but now has offices in US
and India; Mr. Dhirendra Kar, of Bl Professionals, is in US and Odisha. Individuals and
companies are to be commended for the support of community events and the support of
arts and culture of Odisha.

(OSA 11 inauguaral cultural program doour heritage our prideod)
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The Il naugurati on program on Saturday mor nipng
spellbinding, composed by legendary music director Shantanu Mohapatra and
choreographed by local artists under the able supervision of cultural committee chair

Tapas Sahoo and advisor Swati Tripathy, depicted the rich heritage of the places where

the river Mah anadi has flown in. More than seventy participants played a role in the
presentation of Orissads rich heritage. TBeoumher
heritage our prided was very nicely portrayed |wi

and di splayed during inauguration. The custom stage was thoroughly occupied all the

days having one performance to other. Everyone enjoyed the kaleidoscope of performing

arts from traditional and contemporary artist
theme line was "Mahanadi bahe dheere". It was played more than fifteen times and the

music and its articulation in the stage still haunt me. The opening cultural program was

one of the best opening cultural programs | have seen in OSA and by far the most

educat ive one narrating the history and geography of all parts of Odisha. My hats off to all
involved in various aspects of t hat progr am.
Tripathy, Subhendu Rath, Debashis Chanda, Saroj Mohapatra, Niki Rout, Liza Nanda,
Sanghamitra Sahoo, Iti Behera, Prachi Mohapatra, Sandip Mohapatra and about seventy
participants have put countless hours in scripting, choreography and practice sessions to

put -together such marvellous show.

Youth participants took the center stage in the i naugural and closing ceremonies. Youth
teams led by Reena Patro, Tapannita Padhi, Ravi Epili, Mikash Das, Raj Patro conducted

a semi-parallel convention for the youth attendees designed and executed by the youth
group which included youth seminars, soccer game, odia jeopardy, BBQ dinner etc.
Continuous programs in parallel featuring both cultural and seminars like OSA GOT
Talent, Youth Mentorship Seminar, Industrial Seminar, Spiritual Discourse by Guruji

Shri CB Satapathyji, Seminar on Youth Career, Complim entary Photo session for OSA
attendees, education seminar, health seminar and OSA 2011 Ping Pong Tourney
organized by Omkar Rath made it difficult for the attendees to choose which one to
attend. OSA Got talent, Subrina Biswal competition of performing ar ts were presented by
our talented youth. NYNJ chapter represented by Lalatendu Mohanty, Eva Mohanty and

other talented actors won the best drama in Pramod Patnaik inter chapter drama
competition.

On Saturday evening at OSA2011 there were gasps of amaze ment and tears in the eyes of
many, to see an artiste dance and prance his way into the hearts of the audience. He is

Guru Nityananda Das, perhaps the only professional Odissi dancer in the world, with only

one leg. He was a brilliant young dancer, with a promising future, developing a career in
film, television and stage, winning awards in 1997 and 1998. Then his world collapsed,

when he lost his right leg in a hit and run, at the age of 25. After the accident, he was

like a broken doll. He has overco me hi s disability, and with
stage in Dallas along with Guru Shri Bijaya Dash and Guru Shri Amulya Balabantaray,
re-enacted the story of his life. In rehab, he stumbles and falls repeatedly. In utter
hopelessness, in despair, on  the brink of suicide, he received divine inspiration, and
persevered. What we see is the fluidity of Odissi dance, executed with one leg. That
Nityananda could achieve this with the handicap is a tribute to human spirit. The
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audience gave him a standin g ovation, many shedding tears of admiration. Organizers
thanked past president Pratap Das for his active support and guidance in organizing such

a program. Right from inception some 42 years ago, the OSA has supported the classical
performing arts of Odi  sha, providing a US and Canadian performance experience to many
singers and dancers. The appearance on the OSA Convention stage is usually a kickoff to

a US and Canada tour, with performances at major centers. Composer and music
director Shri Santanu Moh  apatra and group, devotional dancers Purnashree Rout and
Lucky Mohanty, Shipra Mehrortra, Aparupa presented a veritable feast for our eyes and
ears. Home -grown talent in singing, music and dance were exceptionally impressive
which included talented youth singer of Nashville, Pratik Dash. Lata Mishra conducted a
singing competition for the youth in singing chhanda and champu, two art forms rarely
heard in Odisha these days. Yet there they were on stage, Odia youth growing up in US,
with sweet rendering of  the roots of centuries old Odia traditional songs. It was a lovely
feast for the ears. Odissi icon Smt. Minati Mishra at her age presenting an Abhinaya was
superb even without any proper costume.

(Odia children singing Champu, Chhanda, Odissi songs) Dr. Minati Misra: Abhinaya
(Gifted Odissi dancer Shri Nityananda Das)

A maj or hi ghlight of this year6s convention
cinema. It has been a long journey for Odiya cinema which started in 1936 with the first

film 6Sita Bibahabo. To mar k this occasi onwoodHdo
Journey: 75 years of Odiya Cinemabd. Using | i

seven decades, they took us down the memory lane. The glimpses into the change that

odiya movies went through over these 75 years were nostalgic and entertaining. The
mythological and religious theme in fifties and sixties changed to social and familial in
seventies and eighties which then turned more action and entertainment oriented in the

Nineties and the first decade of 2011. From black and white to color, from a re latively low
entropy state with less body movements to a high entropy state with bone breaking
movements, from implicit dialogues to explicit dialogues 0 Ollywood movies have gone
through it all - which was fantastically portrayed in this presentation. Un der the
direction and screenplay of Gopal Mohapatra, and editing of Santanu Patra, the
combination of live performance and visual projections entertained the audience from the
beginning to the end. As a salute to Odiya cinema, legendary personalities who h ave
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brought laurels to Odiya cinema, Mr. Shantanu Mohapatra, an accomplished music

director, composer and lyricist was honored with a lifetime achievement award and Mr.
Ghanashyam Mohapatra, who first brought national and international fame to Odiya

cinema wi th his film O60Kanakal atad and | ater produ
on Odissi, was honored with a distinguished service award.

From the very old Odisha to the very modern India - Shri Satyananda Mishra, Chief
Information Commissioner of |  ndia, spoke on the revolutions towards good governance
brought about by the Right To Information (RTI) Act. This powerful law is bringing about
fundamental changes in the way India is governed.

Well organized seminars led by Smarak Bhuyan, Sukanta Moha patra, Sandip Dasverma,
Kailash Sahoo included total sixteen hours of eight different parallel sessions on Odia
Literature, on Higher Education, on Role of )
Forum was crowded, with standing room only. A Mexican video grapher, Yunuen Perez
Vertti and her husband Aswinee Rath, launched Aparajita , a video highlighting lives and
times three inspiring women, newspaper editor Manorama Mohapatra, freedom fighter

and social worker Annapurna Moharana and tribal leader Tulsi Mun da. Itis a view of the
leaders in our midst with new eyes. The three could be your grandmother or mine, but

their gentle demeanour hides a lifelong hard push for social reforms. Many young
women, and men, grown up in the luxury, were moved by the messa ge of the three
remarkable women.

Sri Gopal Mohanty spoke on the rural revolution being brought forth by the Mahila Shanti

Sena, supported in part by the Gandhi Peace Institute of McMaster University, Hamilton,
Canada.

Seminar on Propagating Odia Litera ture, Arts & Culture was chaired by Sura Rath.
Invited famous author from Orissa Paramita Tripathy - Commissioner Income Tax, Govt
of India - discussed "Mo Mati, Mo Shrusti: Native Odia Tradition and the Individual
Talent". Award -winning writer Yashodha ra Mishra talked about "Odia Mati, Ma aau
Sahitya". OSA national co -ordinator Brajendra Panda talked on Propagating Odia
Performing Art in US and OSA Drama Festival. These presentations were followed by book
signing by the authors and books by Paramita T ripathy, Yashodhara Mishra, and Dr.

Bhubaneswar Behera were made available for purchase. Debadutta Dash - Founder of
WASITRAC) talked on Partnership & Collaboration Between US & Odisha - A Path
Forward. Nihar Samantara, CEO, Ignis Technology talked on "Fo r an Entrepreneur in

India - Opportunities and Issues”. Sradhananda Mishra, CEO, CSDC Systems
"Entrepreneurship in North America Model that can be used in Odisha". This session was
moderated by Dambaru Epili and sponsored by "The Orissa Foundation - Devi and
Sarojini Misra. Dr. Siddhartha Rath, Trauma Surgeon, Alexandria, LA talked on
Opportunities in the Health Care Career - You can make a difference. "Who decides my
Career" - moderated discussion on "Pursuing my dreams, dealing with Parent Pressure

and P eer Pressure" were presented by Ankita Patro, Reena Patro and Tapannita Padhi.

New executive of OSA took office at Dallas for next two years. The baton was passed by
outgoing OSA President Dr. Bigyani Das, vice -president Mr. Pradeep Mohaptara,

c e
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Treasurer Mr. Akhileswar Patel, Secretary Mr. Pitambar Sarangi to the new President Dr.
Annapurna Pandey and her team: Ms. Kuku Das, Vice President; Ms. Leena Mishra,
Secretary and Mr. Susant Satpathy as Treasurer.

The mood was always festive with warm ambience. T he decoration team of Sheffy Das,
Shernaz Mohanty, Monika Das presented a rich Odia aura in the facility including the ball

room, dining hall, registration desk etc. Each day started with Bhajan, Yoga classes,

poetry reading session coordinated by Debaki C howdhury, Tiki Mishra and Bigyani Das
which attracted many interested participants. Sumptuous food was abundant and was

served until midnight and the whole delivery was well designed and coordinated by Pankaj

Patra, Subrat Acharya, Sukant Mohapatra, Jagann ath Rath and Hari Patro. The
registration and finance team led by Loknath Patro and SriPrakash Das, Sandipan
Mishra, Pradeepta Sahoo conducted the smooth process for all three days. Excellent
journal and directory were edited and published in time by chief editor Sikhanda
Satapathy and Editors Prachee Behera, Ashapurna Mishra. This convention had the most
appealing website designed by Santanu Das. Logistics team led by Suvankar Misra and

Manoj Nanda were seen busy all three days. Shovan Prusty and Archana R ath arranged
for a makeshift daycare for the convenience of parents. Photography team led by Satchi

Naik was busy arranging complimentary photograph by a professional photographer for

each family as it is done in a c¢r ui sesencelroughta G

pious atmosphere during the convention. The spiritual discourse and Jagannath puja at

the DFW temple was well coordinated by Mousumee and Biswa Jena. A NIT Rourkela
alumnus meeting was conducted by Jayant Mohanty, Sairam Behera, Ashutos h Dutta,
Hari Patro, Sandip Dasverma et al. It was heartening to see so many tireless volunteers
putting countless hours to look after every minute detail in organizing a grand scale
convention.

i

{ 17

(Shantanu Mohapatra

(Prasan Mduli) '

As a feather in the cap, this convention had the largest number of legendary guest artists
from Orissa in a live music orchestra setting with composer Shantanu Mohaptra and with
Singers Chitta Jena, Prasa nta Mudaly, Sangeeta Mohapatra (Gosain), Anindita Das and
award wining musicians Barada Patnaik, Basant Tihady, Pradeep Gurwara,
Premshankar Dash and Ajit Anand Dev Goswami unlike any previous Conventions.

U
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(Sangita Mahapatra(Gosain)
Goswami)

(Barada Patnaik, Pradeep Gurwara) (Anindita and Sangita)

As comment ed by OSA NYNJ chapter Presi dent
performers from Orissa were very energetic and entertained the attendees until the wee
hours that forced the Convener to be too apologetic to end the night due to hotel
restrictions. Other artists showcased the rich heritage and the attendees enjoyed the
kaleidoscope of performing arts from tradition al and contemporary art forms. The voices

of Chitta Jena, Shantanu Mohapatra, Prasant Muduli, Anindita Das, Sangita Mahapatra
et

(Gosain) al revitalized the odia cultural a
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(Drama by Dallas group - L to R Kailash, Sukant (director), Debajyoti, Kanhu, Debashis,
Mousumee, Chitra, Jagannath and kids)

Ng
o . > ’

éndary singer Shri Chitaran

£ o T G

jan Jena)
(Incoming OSA President Annapurna Pandey, Vice President Kuku Das)

(bdia fans Iwith Ieg

(Convener Mr. Tapan Padhi )
(OSA Southwest President Dr. Gopal Mohapatra, Co -convener Mr Debasis Nanda)

As per past convener Dr. Lalu Manasi nha, 0The
graft of the Texas pride on the Odia culture in this new breed of Texan Odias, or Odia
Texans. Co nvener Tapan Padhi with his team members, Co -convener Debasis Nanda,

OSA Southwest President Gopal Mohapatra and Odia Texans Jagannath Rath, Hari Arjun
Patro, Niranjan Tripathy repeatedly stated that their goal has been to organise the biggest
andthebest OSA Convention ever. They did it. o
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OSA Development Forums: Part |

Session I: Friday, July 1, 2011
Time: 9:30 PM
Colorado Room, Marriot at Legacy Center, Plano, TX

Attendance: Bigyani Das, Pradeep Mohapatra, Akhileswar Patel, Annapurna Pandey,
Saroj Behera, Sunity Behera, Panchanan Satpathy, Nil Bisoi, Rashmi Das, Uma B.
Mishra, Prabir Das, Amiya Nayak, Sandip K, Dasverma, Prabhat Nalini Kanungo,
Shreeranjan Kanungo, Pratap Das, Sitakantha Dash, S. Satpathy

The first OSA Development Forum was h  eld at about 9:30 PM on July 1 st, 2011. Many
di scussions on OSAds devel opment t ook pl ace
member involvement and OSAO6s stability.

Dr Uma Mishra shared his experience where Odia identity in USA was almost extinct and
how deities installed in temples were evicted because of financial situation as well as lack
of Odia member involvement. He emphasized that what may happen, Odias and in
particular OSA members must make an identity, otherwise you make it extinct. He
appealed t o everybody to not let some infighting extreme sentiments destroy our OSA
identity to rubbles.

Discussion took place on OSA awards and how to make it fare and manageable. Prabir

Dash suggested that like some awards in schools that were given by independ ent
communities and trusts, OSA awar ds may be allowed to be offered by independent
establishments. Dr Nalini Kanungo suggested that since it is OSA awards, OSA should

have a protocol for allowing
particular trustees or
establishments to  offer
awards throug h OSA. It was
decided to establish an
award committee soon and
have brainstorming about
award guidelines by past
award committee members
to establish a protocol.

Community disagreements
and divisions in local
communities  were also
discussed. All  members
agreed that disagreements
are common. That does not
mean OSA should allow
multiple chapters in the

S t



Page37

same communities/localities and knowingly contribute to division. It would be in the best
interest of OSA to associate geographical definition to chapters an d do not allow any
intersecting multiple chapters that would create division.

Several members showed concern about lack of participation of youth group becoming
members. Many also gave examples that youth does become involved. One cannot force
anybody to do anything when specifically somebody is an adult. There are also factors

such as job, family, professional stress, technology impact etc. which leave very less time

for youth in general now -a-days and unless they feel a need, they will not be motivated t o]
become members. It was decided to have some OSA public relation development strategies

to attract the youth.

Question was raised about Jagannath Rathayatra conflicts with convention timing. Dr
Annapurna Pandey shared their California get -together story which could not help by
changing dates to accommodate some other event. Members also expressed concern that
changing dates to Labor Day or sometime in August would be able to help. Secondly all

other dates would have their own problems, such as members vac ationing, children ready
for their fall semester, Indian events such as Independence Day etc. It was decided to

stick to July 4 t weekend and request communities to help.

OSA Development Forum: Part Il

July 3 ™, Sunday, Pecos Room
Marriot at Legacy Tow n Center, Plano, TX

OSA Development Forum Part I
was held at 2:40 PM on July 3 ™,
2011. Many enthusiastic members
were present. That included Dr
Digambar Mishra, Dr Lalu
Mansinha, Dr Panchanan Satpathy,

Dr Amiya Mohanty, Dr Lalatendu
Misra, Dhirendra Ka r, Mihir Dash,
Manju Misra, Sidhharth Nayak,
Manoj Padhi , Dr Amiya Nayak,
Sunil Sabat, Surya Misra, Mrs
Renuka Panigrahi, Radhagobinda
Mohanty, Dr Ashutosh Dultta,
Debashish Panda together with
incoming officials Dr Annapurna
Pandey, Kuku Das, Leena Mishra
Sushant Satpathy and outgoing
President Dr Bigyani Das.
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Issues related to membership, publicity, youth assimilation, chapter divisive issues etc.
were discussed. Some veteran members pointed out about the need for older members of
the organization. What is for them? What would attract them to come to the conven tion?
Siddhartha Nayak raised a question on how OSA can facilitate local programs where there

are no chapters. Annapurna Pandey gave the example of how an event of Odia school was
facilitated by OSA executives by following a simple procedure.

Mihir Dash pointed out that OSA web page was not searchable easily and it was difficult to

get all the information. Bigyani Das explained that it was not true. Actually people got so

much information from the web page that it helped many Odias to keep in touch durin g
critical times. One example was the death of an Odia in which NYNJ members became
involved by the correspondence of a colleague from Texas through OSA president and
helped the family who live in Berhampur.

Some members raised questions about OSA reachin g out for local Odias to assimilate in the
society. Dhirendra Kar explained how the attitude of assimilation matters more than
somebody going to reach out. He gave the example how he went to the community, got
involved in OSA by his own initiatives without waiting for somebody to come to him. He
went to OSA and assimilated himself in OSA. That is the attitude which matters and if
somebody does not have that attitude, assimilating by force would not help anybody.

The Womdardns at OSA 2011

By MamataMisra

Mamata Misra, the facilitator of the Women's Forum, is the
former Director of SAHELI (Support, Assist, Heal, Empower,
Listen, and Inform) for Asian Families in Austin, Texas and the
author of Winter Blossoms and Other Poems, a book of poems
about wo mens lives and feelings. Her experience includes peer
counseling, legal advocacy, community education, and building
womens organizations.

Theme, structure, and content
The t he me for t his year 0s :RWbl @eV
Empowerment in Odisha and in the D iaspora. It had a
presentation, a documentary film, a drama, and a peer discussion, tightly packed into two
hours.

The first part focused on Wo menod s Empower ment. Iti startedO diith sah a
presentation by Sri Gopal Mohanty on Mahila Shanti Sena (MSS), a movement to create






















































































































































































































