
Utkarsa, September 2009 Page 1 
 

  

DUSEHERA SPECIAL | The Orissa Society of the Americas | www.orissasociety.org 

 

Utkarsa 
An OSA News Letter 
Editors: Sridhar Rana & Julie Acharya Ray 

Editorial  
 

 
 

Contents 

 
 

Editorial 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŜssage 
CǊƻƳ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪ 

Call to Service 
 

From Outgoing Executives Office 

Message from outgoing President 

h{! .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ {ƘŜŜǘ ŀǎ ƻŦ aŀȅΩ09 
OSA General Body Meeting  
OSA Award Winners 

 
 
Chapter News 

CANOSA News  
OSA NY-NJ News 
OSA Michigan News 

 
40th Annual Convention 

Experiences of 40th Convention 
 
Obituary 

Arun Das 1942-2009 
A Memoir of Mantu  

 

Literary Column - NÕN hÞDfÑ 
 My Flight 

Aarà_ 
 
Member Achievements 

Dr Prakash Patnaik 
Mr Akshaya Parija 
Mr Ranjan Dash 

 
Spot Light on Orissa 

Prince Dance Group  
State of Sport in Orissa 
  

Announcements 

OSA Administration (2009-2011) 
 

 

Dear Members & Readers,  
 

On this auspicious day - the day marking the win of Good over evil, 
we are glad to bring you the September 2009 issue of OSA 
newsletter - Utkarsa. This issue contains many news items of 
interest to you, such as Past Management round up, New 
aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΩ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ-looking statement, Local chapter news, 
40th Convention and Spot Light on Orissa. OSA is proud of its 
members. In this issue, we have made a sincere effort to make that 
visible by keeping you in the center stage. In future issues, we will 
keep focusing on you by having a Public Profile section in Utkarsa 
for members for which we solicit each of your help. For Spot Light 
on Orissa section, please be encouraged to let us know all the good 
things that are happening in Orissa. This includes all the good and 
selfless works that you are doing for Orissa in your individual 
capacity or in terms of NGO.  
 
We thank all of you who have contributed these valuable timely 
articles. Your imaginations have made this issue possible. 
Thank you. 
 

 Editors. 
 
 Vijaya Dasami, 
 28 September 2009 
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OSA: A Credible and Distinguished Oriya Voice  
όtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŜssage) 
 
Dear Fellow OSA Members 
 

Namaskar! 
I and my team members are greatly honored by your trust and 
support in giving us the opportunity to serve OSA, a distinguished 
organization of 40 years. We take our responsibilities seriously. At 
the same time we do enjoy our roles and we have set our goals for 
high performance. 
 
However, our high performance cannot be reached immediately, 
nor can they be achieved without your support, cooperation, 
volunteering and inspiration. We hope that we could receive all 
the ingredients that we need to make this organization a powerful, 
productive and prestigious organization. 
 
We take this opportunity to introduce three main ideas that we 
think are necessary at this point of time to cater the needs of 
present OSA and its future. 
 
Grace, Growth and Glory: Our Theme 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŀǎ άDǊŀŎŜΣ DǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ DƭƻǊȅέΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ 
refer to OSA webpage for our inaugural message and for a detail 
discussion on this theme. During the next 22 months we will be 
focusing our effort on this theme. Respectful and nurturing OSA 
environment, new member recruitment and result oriented 
activities would be our goals. We request all the members to help 
us achieve these goals. 
 
Modular Structural Design 
OSA is currently structured to have four elected officials, 
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and thirteen local 
chapter representatives to manage the society. The National staff 
members include newsletter editors, web site administrator and 
other non-voting positions. The thirteen local chapter 
representatives mostly manage local chapter events and at times 
do not get enough time to devote for OSA National affairs. We 
propose that OSA create 5 distinct permanent sections within OSA 
to manage certain activities efficiently. The proposed sections are: 
 
Development Section 
Cultural Section 
Section on Women 
Youth Section 
Future Focus Section 

Presidents Message 

`ÍÞ¯ auÊNZ 

 

_c²Ðe Ð 

JjÐ bfÞ HL I[ÞkÐjÞL jcÐSe ]Ð¯Þ[é 

Ò_aÐ`ÐBÜ ÒdÐNÔ aÞÒaQÞ[ LeÞ 

AccÐ_*Ê _ÞaàÐQÞ[ LeÞ\ úaÐeÊ 

A`ZcÐ_*Ê ÒcÐe @Òhi ^_ÔaÐ] Ð 

A`ZcÐ_*e AhÐ J aÞhéÐj eMúaÐLÊ 

AÒccÐÒ_ d\ ÐjÐ^Ô D]Ôc LeÞaÊ 

ÒaÐmÞ A`ZcÐ_* _ÞLVÒe cÊÜ aQ_aw 

ekÊRÞ Ð d]ÞJ AÒccÐÐÒ_ Ò_[ó[é Ò_aÊ, 

Ò[Òa A`ZcÐ_*e jkÒdÐN afÒe 

kÞÜ AÒc JjÐLÊ ]óY J D³éf[c 

LeÐB`ÐeÞaÊ Ð JjÐ`ÐBÜ AÒccÐÒ_ 

ÒdDÜ jÊÒ_mÞ jé`ð Ò]MúRÊ, HL 

jËaÀàdÊNe bÞrÞ yÐ`_Ð LeÞaÐe jé`ð, 

[ÐkÐ ÒLaf A`ZcÐ_*e jkÒdÐN 

afÒe kÞÜ jc÷a ÒkÐB `ÐeÞa Ð 

 

@cËmÔ e[_, [Êc Òjðk ^_ 

j]Ð ekÊ ]Ñ` SfÞ 

cÞfÞcÞhÞ AÒc JjÐ jcÐSLÊ 

NYÞaÐ ÒLÐZÐLà bfÞ Ð 

jÊhÑf[Ð ¸Òhà LeÞaÐ jców 

JjÐ jcÐSLÊ Ac 

jÐeÐ aÞhéÒe ÒkÐBa aÞ]Þ[ 

JXÞA SÐ[Þe cÐ_ Ð 

LeÊRÊ LÐc_Ð [Êc jkÒdÐN 

[ÊÒc jÞ_Ð Ac af Ð 

jËaÀà JjÐe bÞrÞ `ÍyÐ`_Ð 

Qec mlÔ Ace Ð 

 

 

aÞsÐ_Ñ ]Ðj (Ò`ÍjÞÒXÃç) 
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Currently we have established committees for the 

above activities. Please check our page on committees 

to find out details on the committee members. We 

propose that these committees evolve into sections 

adding 20 or more members. These sections would 

have a governing structure with Section President, 

Section Vice President and Section 

Secretary/Treasurer. Section members would devote 

their time contributing and accomplishing goals of the 

particular section.  

 
We request members interested in creating a 
particular section to contact the respective committee 
members. Once those committees report 20 
members, they are ready to be a part of the section. 
The sections would then be ready to set their goals, do 
the necessary fund-raising, accomplish the goals and 
make a difference. 
 
For more on the descriptions of the sections, please 
check OSA web page on sections. 
 
Member Ethics 
Member Ethics is an important ingredient for building 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ h{!Ωǎ 
uniqueness in its structure and composition, we 
request members to be supportive to its unpaid, 
volunteer officers. We request members to help the 
volunteers to carry out their duties effectively and 
contribute to the society positively. Mistakes do 
happen. In a road with 35 miles per hour speed limit, 
one may drive 25 miles per hour or 45 miles per hour 
with the error still within the tolerance limit. When an 
organization completely depends on volunteers, we as 
members should be a little tolerant for errors that are 
within limits with an acceptable standard deviation. 
 
Many times errors remain due to lack of time for a 
thorough analysis, lack of volunteers for activities and 
unpredicted situations. For an organization like OSA, 
assertiveness is the best way to report problems, state 
concerns, file complaints, address any issues and 
propose any changes. Please refer to the 
άaŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇέ ǇŀƎŜ ƛƴ h{! ǿŜō ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŜǘƘƛŎǎ 
guidelines and be assertive while communicating on 
OSA affairs on OSA mediums. 

 
Concluding Remarks 
Please check OSA webpage 
http:// www.orissasociety.org frequently to have 
updates on OSA organizational activities. Please 
become a member of OSAnet, an internet forum for 
communication among OSA members.  
 
There are three ways that you can serve the 
organization, by volunteering your time to carry out 
an activity, being a critique and providing useful 
constructive ideas, and by making financial 
contributions.  
 
As a credible and distinguished voice in North 
America, we can leverage our cultural talents, expand 
our community and make a difference in Oriya 
communities in North America and throughout the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦ h{! ƛǎ ¦{Φ LǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Řǳǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 
us to protect the name and fame of OSA I invite you to 
extend your supporting hands. Together, we can 
create a glorious present and future for OSA. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bigyani Das 
President 
 

&ÒÏÍ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȭÓ $ÅÓË 
Dear fellow members: 
Wishing you all a very Happy Fall, 09.  We had a 
momentous occasion in celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of OSA in New Jersey. It was so well 
attended by our fellow Oriyas from different parts of 
the country! It was wonderful to see everybody 
enjoying the hospitality of the New York/ New Jersey 
chapter, especially with sumptuous food, breath 
taking cultural performances and many invigorating 
seminars. My team members and I thank you all for 
electing us to the OSA offices, 2009-2010. For the next 
two years, we all would try to live up to your 
expectations. 
 
In order to define my goals, I remember a recent 
encounter with a fellow respectable member of OSA. 
He directlȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ h{! Řƻ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΚ Lǎ ƴƻǘ 
ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ Ŏƭǳō ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΚ άL ǿŀǎ 
puzzled. Since the year I came to USA in 1989, I have 

http://www.orissasociety.org/
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been attending the OSA conventions, always looking 
forward to meeting so many fellow Oriyas on this 
occasion and encouraging our children to connect 
with other Oriyas across the country. I always felt, I 
am getting so much from OSA. What can I do for my 
organization?  
I would like to emphasize a few goals. Firstly, I would 
reiterate that I owe a lot to my own home state. We 
as fellow Oriyas in the diaspora must take up some 
activities in order to promote cultural exchange 
between the people of the State and those of us living 
in the diaspora. 
 
Second, I would try to increase membership of OSA 
among our fellow Oriyas in the USA. We would 
encourage parents to gift membership to their 
children in order to encourage them to participate in 
OSA activities. We must encourage the younger 
generation ς our future- to play active role in the 
organization. We will emphasize on various ways of 
membership drive in California among other states.  
 
Third, I would like to promote inter-state cultural 
exchange programs among  the second generation 
Oriyas.  
 
We hope that you will rededicate yourself to these 
efforts  and together we will strive for a stronger OSA.  
 
Sincerely, 
Annapurna Pandey 
Secretery 
 

Call to Service 
By Bigyani Das, President 
Pradeep Mohapatra, Vice President  
Annapurna Pandey, Secretary 
Akhileswar Patel, Treasurer 

 
Our organization faces new challenges. These 
challenges come from its structure, composition and 
its members. The heterogeneous nature of its 
membership and its own growth have added the 
challenge of more misunderstanding among its 
members due to difference in opinion while discussing 
and analyzing issues. There have been aggressive 
steps taken up by a few members against the 

organization and its volunteers which are unexpected. 
These challenges are faced by every organization. The 
difference between those organizations and our 
organization is that those organizations have made 
themselves ready to face the challenges where as our 
organization is not ready yet. 
 
We have created a Security and Defense Committee 
to analyze these types of security threats and 
challenges, find solutions and get ready to deal with 
the unexpected situations. It is our great pleasure to 
welcome Saradindu Misra of New Jersey, Sradhananda 
Mishra of Canada and Devjani Misra of New York as 
the members of the Security and Defense committee. 
 
Our organization is based on the core values of 
friendship and fellowship. Extreme actions such as 
legal actions were not given any thought in the 
constitution before. However, considering recent 
occurrences, OSA should be ready with funds to face 
any legal challenges. We are fortunate to have Mr 
Sujit Mohanty, Esq providing Pro-Bono service as the 
legal-counsel of OSA. Considering the nature of legal 
system in USA that is not enough to provide us 100% 
protection and a worry free environment to move 
forward.  
 
These challenges and their implications for OSA's 
mission require strengthening the financial resources. 
 
OSA must have sufficient income for defending itself 
and for the essential expansion of its core activities in 
cultural propagation, promotion, development, 
education, public information and for improving the 
depth and diversity of our community. Currently OSA 
does not have any fund for defending itself. The other 
activities are currently supported in small scales by a 
few generous OSA members.  Annual convention is 
never self-sustaining and it always creates a lot of 
stress for the convention organizers. Our annual 
souvenir publication and distribution suffer for lack of 
funds.  
 
hǳǊ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ h{! ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ 
stable and self-sustaining. This can be achieved by 
increasing its financial strength. We request members 
to contribute generously to OSA, OSA Security and 
Defense Fund and OSA core fund to make the 
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organization ready to face any challenges boldly and 
confidently.  
 

 

From Outgoing Executives Office 

Dear Members: 

I just want to say is that a relationship with OSA never 
ŜƴŘǎΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ - children 
grow up but parenting does not stop. There is no 
retirement from OSA and OSA needs us more than 
ever. 

My feelings for our Orissa Society of Americas (OSA) 
have not changed. I am responsible as an contributing 
member and the spirit is that I can make a difference. I 
can still contribute and I can join hands with the 
current office bearers to take OSA forward. 

When I think of past two years - I take pride in my 
team. Each one of them were so dedicated and 
sincere. Ashutosh Dutta, Vice President and 
Priyadarsan Patra, Secretary are young members and 
future of OSA. Both of them brought enthusiasm, 
resources, objectivity, and community spirits to OSA. 
Sandip Dasverma, Treasurer who brought wisdom and 
perseverance to OSA. My Board of Governors gave me 
a diversity and different perspective to look issues 
objectively. I thank their support. More I respect the 
confidence of my members, who elected us to take 
the office. 

I am privileged to enjoy the two best conventions - the 
39th Annual Convention at Toronto under the 
leadership pf Dr. Gagan Panigrahi and the 40th Annual 
Covention at New Jersey under the leadership of Dr. 
Uma Mishra. Among many mile stones, we started the 
Regional Drama Festival under the leadership of Dr. 
Srigopal Mohanty and Sandip Dasverma. 

Our financial records are much transparent, audited 
and filed on a timely fashion under a CPA firm. DOLA 
was created to give a overall membership information 

at our website. OSANet became operational and 
better managed to bring civility. Chapter were more 
counted and coordinated to get involved and elect 
responsible office bearers. 

We were also not spared to experience with legal 
issues at the court. We got opportunities to deal with 
lawyers, summons, court appearances, conducting 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ .ƻŘȅ aŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜ WǳŘƎŜΩǎ /ƻƴǎŜƴǘ 
Order etc. I thank for the opportunity.  

We tried to achieve many other things to make it a 
better organization by revising the OSA Constitution 
etc. But we will pass on that to the newly elected OSA 
Office bearers under the presidency of Bigyani Das. I 
am sure, OSA will move forward. Our support will be 
there forever. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ h{! ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ 
organization. 
 
Pratap Das  
Past President 
 
 

 
Dr Priyadarshan Patra, Secretary, 2007-09 

July 4, 2009 
11:30 AMς1:30 PM, Trenton Marriott, Trenton, NJ. 

 

OSA general body meeting (GBM) took place in Salon 
A & B of Trenton Marriott on July 4, 2009. Mails were 
earlier sent to OSANET and individual members to 
send their proxy forms for the quorum purposes.  
About 200 OSA members physically attended the 
general body meeting. But there were about 131 
members present at the end when the last vote was 
taken. This event was recorded.  The Secretary, 
Priyadarsan Patra, made it clear at the beginning that 
this meeting was being recorded and that only 
members can vote or actively participate in the GBM. 
Guests and observers were allowed to sit in a separate 
section in the back of the room as observers. 
Members entered the member area of the GBM after 
checking in at the door. 

Report- OSA General Body Meeting 2009 

Message from outgoing President 
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Hard copies of the agenda and proxy forms were also 
kept outside the room to give a chance to the people 
to review or pick these up. Plaintiffs of the court case 
were also allowed to distribute their grievances to the 
attendees. Hard copies of those grievances were also 
made available at the entrance to the GBM room.  

OSA president Pratap Das started the meeting by 
welcoming the members and described the current 
state of affair of OSA, and informed that OSA has been 
asked to include the recent court consent order, the 
case involving Amit Nayak et al, in the GBM agenda.  

 

Pratap Das introduced OSA general counsel Sujit 
Mohanty and OSA attorney Sunanda Holmes to the 
GBM. He also introduced Saradindu Misra who would 
be the parliamentarian of the general body meeting 
and invited Saradindu Misra to the podium. Saradindu 
Misra briefly reminded members about the rules for 
an orderly meeting. 

Minutes of 2008 were presented by the president. The 
president and the secretary went over the general 
body meeting minutes of 2008 and asked for the 
minutes to be passed. Darshan spoke about the 
minutes of 2008 and all the election procedures that 
were followed. There was a motion to approve 2008 
meeting minutes it and it was seconded. Vote was 
taken to approve it. It was approved by the members 
present in the room unanimously. 

The secretary gave a brief report and indicated that as 
of July 1st there were 753 member registrations out of 
which a few were Single memberships. Secretary 
briefly reported the effort made to reform the 
constitution and the new constitution draft being 
circulated among members and OSAnet. 

IŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŀ άōƛŜƴƴƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
considered by members considering the cost and 
effort required every year and given that we did not 
have a bid for 2010 convention. It was mentioned that 
there was discussion among the board of governors 
about lack of contenders for the 2010 convention; 
some members suggested rotating the convention, 
taking to a new region/area, etc. However, the only 
bid received on the spot was from the DC chapter 

president Sikha Sen proposed to hold the 2010 
Convention.  

Member Radhakant Mishra asked if OSA had emails of 
alƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
have correct emails of nearly 10% of members despite 
vigorous and lengthy campaign through repeated 
emails, osanet, web, mails to chapter heads and even 
some phone calls to members. The president 
reminded the ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
record complete and correct, which has been facilitate 
through the DOLA electronic system. Members 
ŀǇǇƭŀǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΣ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ 
repeated reminders. 

A member asked that the deliberations be done in 
Odia. After a brief discussion, the parliamentarian 
informed that the proceedings need to be in English as 
ƛǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ 
order. 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ {ŀƴŘƛǇ 5ŀǎǾŜǊƳŀ 
and the financial report was approved by the General 
Body. The treasurer mentioned the fixed-deposit 
account and a running account. The executives had 
made a strategic decision to have a fixed deposit to 
generate some reasonable earnings from the OSA 
corpus. The treasurer also mentioned the cash 
advance made to the convention committee, and the 
joint fund-raising effort. 

Next, the Parliamentarian said that there are three 
resolutions on the table and allowed presentation, 
discussion and voting on the floor. 

Resolution 1:  The new constitution draft is ready to 
be sent by the 2009 officers for voting by members to 
adopt by a majority vote.  

The resolution was moved by Umaballava Mishra and 
seconded by Digambar Mishra. The resolution was 
approved by the General Body. 

Resolution 2:  If any chapter raises funds for OSA 
through either annual memberships, or donations for 
OSA activities, OSA shall send a yearly "rebate" of 25% 
of that amount to that chapter to sustain & support 
the chapter. 
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The resolution was moved by Digambar Mishra and 
seconded by Dhirendra Kar. The General Body passed 
the motion. 

Members were concerned about frivolous law suits, 
and the observed penchant for legal actions based on 
minor disputes. After initial presentation, discussion 
and fine-tuning by the members, the following 
resolution was brought to the floor for vote. 

Resolution 3:  It is hereby recommended that OSA 
adopt the following process for mediating any 
disputes that may arise with respect to its constitution 
or by-laws through an amendment of OSA by-laws: A 
complaining member must file a complaint with the 
h{!Ωǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǘƘŜ 
nature of the complaint. Within 30 days of the filing of 
the complaint, a 3 member Mediation Committee 
shall be convened by the Executive Committee.  The 
Mediation Committee shall consist of one member 
selected by the Complainant, one member selected by 
the Executive Committee, then these 2 members shall 
select a third member of the Mediation Committee 
and choose the committee Chair among the three.  
The Mediation Committee shall hear the complaint 
and issue a written decision of its findings within 60 
days of the convening of the Mediation Committee.  If 
the Mediation Committee could not be formed or 
either party is not satisfied with the findings/decision 
of the Mediation Committee, any party may proceed 
on the matter to a court having proper jurisdiction. 
The complaining member losing the proceedings 
which they bring in court shall pay the legal costs, 
including but not limited to the attorney costs, of the 
prevailing party.   

(There was a brief motion introduced by a member to 
remove the last two sentences arguing it was 
superfluous, but only 5 members supported it, so the 
two sentences with a slight fine tuning were kept.) 

The resolution, drafted with attorney HolmŜǎΩ ƘŜƭǇΣ 
was moved by Priyadarsan Patra and Pratap Das and 
was seconded by Arun Das. The resolution was passed 
by the General Body by show of hands (only 3 said 
άƴƻέύΦ bŜǿ h{! Executives are expected to propose 
suitable amendments to the bylaws incorporating this. 

At this point, the parliamentarian introduced the 
2009 Election-Consent Order from Montgomery 
County, MD. He gave an opportunity to the plaintiffs 

/3! "ÁÌÁÎÃÅ 3ÈÅÅÔ ÁÓ ÏÆ -ÁÙȭ09 

From Sandip Dasverma 
Past Treasurer 

 
 

Current Status: Summery May 31st 2008 

Country Wide Bank(CWB) Acct No 1 $60,000.00 

Country Wide Bank(CWB) Acct No 2 $25,000.00 

Bank of America Savings  A/c $2,276.53 

Bank of America Checking A/c $1,381.54 

Fixed deposits Fdeposits $26,765.00 

      

  Total: $115,423.07 

      

Received from Previous Admin 
  

 $    94,799.91  

      

  
Increase in deposit: $20,623.16 

 
 
 
 
 

Current Status: Summery May 31, 2009 

Country Wide Bank(CWB) Acct No 1 $60,000.00 

Country Wide Bank(CWB) Acct No 2 $25,000.00 

Bank of America Savings  A/c $0.09 

Bank of America Checking A/c $12,515.28 

Fixed deposits Fdeposits $32,522.05 

Convention advance   $5,000.00 

  Total: $135,037.42 

      

Balance at the end of May 31,  2008 
  $115,423.07 

  
Increase in deposit in last one year: $19,614.35 
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and other OSA members who wanted to speak about 
any irregularities of the OSA 2009 election. 
Parliamentarian asked how many people want to 
speak about any OSA election irregularities. Amit 
Nayak, the principal plaintiff, was not present.  
Ansuman Bal, the second plaintiff, registered for the 
convention but did not attend the GBM.  Agni 
Jandhyala, the third plaintiff, attended the meeting, 
spoke for some time and then he asked Lipishree 
Nayak to present their allegation consisting of some 
ну ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƛǇƛǎƘǊŜŜ bŀȅŀƪΩǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ 
presentation of the allegations to the general body, 
Anadi Nayak and again Agni Jandhyala spoke briefly. 
Considering that nearly an hour was spent on the 
matter already, the parliamentarian decided not to 
allow a rebuttal from OSA or  its election 
commissioners (the defendants), in the interest of 
time, and the defendants did not object.  

Then, all members present in the general body 
meeting at the time were asked to vote on the 
question if they considered that OSA conducted a fair 
election for 2009-11 and there has been no violation 
of the election procedures stated in the OSA 
constitutional guidelines. The general body voted the 
following way, by show of hands:  126 members voted 
in favor and 5 members voted against. As per the 
court consent order, the Secretary announced the said 
vote counts to the floor for reconfirmation and there 
was no objection. 

Amiya Mohanty thanked the outgoing executive 
committee. President thanked the members for 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ 

  

President invited the incoming office bearers, Bigyani 
Das and her team, to the podium to speak to the 
members. Members congratulated the new team with 
a standing ovation and thanked the outgoing 
executive committee. Bigyani Das spoke to the 
present members for five minutes and spoke about 
how she can steer OSA in future years. Agni Jandhyala 
came and congratulated the president-elect Bigyani 
Das as well. 

  

At this time it was already 1:30 PM and the meeting 
had continued for 2 hours exceeding its original 

scheduled slot of 1 hour & 30 minutes. The 
Parliamentarian adjourned the meeting.  

Appendix 1. The 2008 GBM Summary Minutes 
accepted at the 2009 GBM: 

Purna Patnaik was chosen the parliamentarian. 

The president, the secretary and the treasurer gave 
their reports and questions and answers from the floor 
were entertained. DOLA and Speak-your-mind e-voting 
system were demonstrated. 

The BOG nominated 3 members (Purna Mishra, Chitta 
Baral and Deba Mallick) to serve as the Election 
Committee. There was no other alternative proposal 
and the present General Body formally accepted the 
nomination of the Election Committee. 

A 5-year Membership category was discussed and the 
general body asked the executive committee to allow 
a month and e-vote on the acceptance of this 
membership category (in accordance with the 
resolutions about the reminders on OSAnet and e-
voting.) 

By show of hands, members accepted that OSA 2009 
Convention will be hosted by the NY-NJ Chapter 

Resolutions passed in 2008 GBM 

 We resolve that DOLA and Speak Your Mind 
Polling mechanisms be the primary vehicle for 
passing resolutions (other than election/voting 
of OSA officers). 

 OSANET will be primary vehicle as debate 
forum for proposals. 

 Three reminders (gap of approximately 1 
week) will be sent on osanet before voting is 
closed. 

 If a member does not still vote, it will be taken 
as abstained. 

 Email notification about vote & debate will be 
sent to all registered emails. 

o OSA website will have a reminder 
about the motion, for the public. 
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     By Ashutosh Dutta, Past Vice President 
 
 

 
Life Time Achievement Award 

Suramani Pandit Raghunath Panigrahi 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Suramani Pandit Raghunath Panigrahi, a musical 
maestro of international repute, is famous for his 
renditions of devotional songs in Hindustani, Carnatic 
and Odissi style. Trained by music geniuses like Pandit 
Neelamani Panigrahi(his father), the late Muduppa 
Rao in Carnatic classical music, the late Pandit D.V. 
Paulskar of Pune in Hindustani Classical music, the late 
Pandit Biswanath Das and Narsing Nanda in Oriya 
classical style, he was groomed to become a versatile 
singer and composer. Singing in 12 different 
languages, he has earned a special place among 
contemporary Indian Vocalists. His mastery over 
WŀȅŀŘŜǾΩǎ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭ Geeta Govindam remains 
unmatched to date. He is the pioneer in singing Santh 
¢ǳƭŀǎƛŘŀǎΩǎ wŀƳŀ /ƘŀǊƛǘŀ aŀƴŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ hŘƛssi 
Abhinaya style of dancing. He has toured with his wife 
the Late Padmashree Smt. Sanjukta Panigrahi, a world 
renowned Odissi dancer, giving performances in music 
and dance festivals around the world.  

Panditji has received recognitions from the President 
and the Prime Minister of India for his excellence in 
music. He was honored with the prestigious Grand 
Prix Award by Govt. of France for singing Geeta 
Govindam in the category of traditional music of the 
Universe (only Indian to receive this award). His other 
awards and achievements include Suromani Award by 
Soor Singar Samshad of Mumbai, best singer award 
for devotional songs by All India Radio, best playback 
singer award for singing in Telugu, Tamil, Kannada and 
Oriya movies, Central Sangeet Natak Academy award 
for his contribution to the field of music, All India Cine 
Critics Award, Best music composer, Kabi Samrat 
Upendra Bhanja award from Govt of Orissa, and so 
forth. He has been honored with Doctorate in 
Literature from both Berhampur University and Utkal 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ Ωлс ŀƴŘ Ωлф ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ 

Subrina Biswal Award for Academic 
Excellence for 2009 
!ǎƘǳǘƻǎƘ ά!ǎƘƛǎέ tŀǘǊŀ 

 
Orissa Society of Americas 
recognizes Mr. !ǎƘǳǘƻǎƘ ά!ǎƘƛǎƘέ 
Patra for his outstanding 
accomplishments as graduating 
High School Student by conferring 
on him 2009 Subrina Biswal 
Memorial Award.  This award was 
initiated in 1990 by Dr. Nilambar 

and Annapurna Biswal of Maryland in the loving 
memory of their daughter, Subrina. and is jointly 
sponsored by Orissa Society of Americas, Dr. Nilambar 
and Annapurna Biswal and Dr. Sitakantha Dash. Mr. 
Patra will receive a one-time scholarship of US 
$1000.00 and a plaque.          
 
Ashutosh, affectionately called Ashish, was born in 
Austin, Texas to his parents Dr. Priyadarsan and Anu 
Patra. He graduated as the class valedictorian from 
Sunset High in Portland, Oregon with IB Diploma. Next 
fall, he will join the Jerome Fisher M&T program at 
UPenn/Wharton. His interests span from engineering, 
math to history and policy. A Taekwondo black belt, 
he earned scholar-athlete awards for all 4 years as a 
varsity tennis player, and lead his doubles team. He 
served as President of the Speech & Debate, the 

OSA Award Winners 

cd 

Our Special Thanks to 
OSA Awards Coordinator: Mr. Manoj 

Mahapatra 
Meghna Memorial Award Coordinator:  

Mr. Saradindu Misra 
& The Judges for various categories 

ba 
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Model United Nations and the Multicultural Club. He 
enjoys playing Piano and Sax. He has published a 
journal paper in the Water Environment Federation 
Journal. Ashish loves engineering, but also realizes 
that socially-conscious business sense must 
accompany innovations. He finds a higher purpose in 
scientific pursuits. One of his independent scientific 
innovations was in designing cheaper and efficient 
fuel cells where microbes work to generate electricity 
and clean waste water. His research in building 
"Water Lenses" earned a First place Grand Award at 
the Int'l Science and Engineering Fair. Some of his 
recent recognitions as a young scientist and thinker 
include the 2009 International BioGENEious Award, 
MIT Think Award and the US Stockholm Junior Water 
Prize for research in Low-cost Microbial Fuel Cells. 

 

2009 Distinguished Oriya Award  
Mr.  Manaranjan Pattanayak 

 
Manaranjan Pattanayak is a 
remarkable self-made man. He 
has had a long journey from a 
barely educated rice farmer in 
village Menda, near Sonepur, 
Dist. Bolangir to a successful 
international consultant & 
adviser in the steel industry. 
Throughout this journey, Mr 

Pattanayak has kept close contacts with his roots and 
through his strong involvement in community 
activities has made a difference in many a lives. Along 
the way, Mrs. Minati Pattanayak, an accomplished 
physician, has been an equal and able partner. 

Perhaps the greatest of his achievements are Mr. 
tŀǘǘŀƴŀȅŀƪΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǊƛȅŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ 
US and Canada. He was a founder member of the 
Orissa Society of the Americas. During his stay in 
Canada, he (along with Pratap Patnaik) started the 
famous weekend get together of Canadian Oriyas in 
cottages by the Rice Lake. Mr Pattanayak along with 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ улǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ψ/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ 
hǊƛȅŀΩ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ 
started by Mr Pattanayak, spread to other OSA 
chapters.  

In 1984, he was elected to become the President of 
the then OSANY (New York Chapter of OSA). Has been 
a convenor of OSA conventions in 1984 and 1994 and 
raised the standards of convention cultural programs 
and lodging facilities 

During his association with OSANY, Mr. Pattanayak 
was instrumental in setting up an endowed 
scholarship programs in the three universities of 
Orissa. For the last 20 years or so OSANY scholarships 
are being awarded to the best graduates of the three 
universities. Mr Pattanayak has also had strong 
interest and contribution to cultural activities of OSA. 

Mr Pattanayak was a pioneer in the establishment of 
the Kaling Hospital Project in Bhubanseswar which 
started as a dream by a group of expatriate Oriya 
doctors and entrepreneurs. He took charge of the 
project, with no salary or travel costs, saw the project 
to completion, and saw the first patients admitted. By 
2000, Kalinga Hospital emerged as the only multi-
specialty hospital in Orissa, the only one with an 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU). Now that Kalinga Hospital 
has demonstrated that it is possible to run a state-of-
the art hospital in Orissa. 
  

 2009 Utkalamani Gopabandhu Dash 
Memorial Award  

Dr.  Saheb Sahu 
 
Dr Saheb Sahu was born in Mulbar 
village (old Sambalpur district and 
new Bargarh district) to a family of 
moderate means.  His father is a 
farmer with 5 acres of non-
irrigated land. Dr Sahu attended 
C.S Zila School, joined G.M College 

Sambalpur, and then completed M.B.B.S. from 
A.I.I.M.S, New Delhi.  He is the first Oriya to be 
admitted to M.B.B.S Program.  He immigrated to USA 
in 1970. He is an eminent and board certified Pediatric 
and Neonatologist. Dr Sahu was the director of 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Mercy Hospital Des 
Moines IA from 1974-2001, professor of Pediatrics at 
Des Moines University from 1973-2007. He is an 
author of 11 books including 'What Can Be Done for 
Abject Poverty of Orissa. 
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He is one of the Promoters of Kalinga Hospital, 
Bhubaneswar. Dr. and Mrs. Sahu established 
Shakuntala-Bidyadhar Trust of Sambalpur. Over the 
last twenty years the Trust has established and run 
ƻƴŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ŦƻǳǊ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ 
hostels, plus two science colleges. The trust has 
installed more than 60 tube wells in schools, provided 
school supplies to more than 30 schools and provided 
scholarships to hundreds of students. The Trust with 
the help of Trees for Life from Wichita, KS, has planted 
more than one million trees in Bargarh and Sambalpur 
districts.  This program started 20 years ago and still 
continues today. Dr. Sahu has also constructed and 
funded, along with A.A.P.I, a health clinic near his 
village.  This clinic has been serving 16 villages for the 
last 18 years. 
 
His advice to OSA members both young and old is: Big 
ideas will come but do something now and this year.  
Help your village/town, school/college or help a 
student, especially girl student.  Provide financial help, 
become a mentor.  US$200 to $500 a year will go a 
long way in Orissa.  Become the torch bearer and do 
something for Orissa this year. 

    

2009 Utkalamani Gopabandhu Dash 
Memorial Award  

Dr.  Indu Bhusan Misra 
 
Dr Indu Bhusan Mishra was born 
on Feb 10, 1938 in Kujahala which 
is now in Jajpur district. From 
his childhood days, he has had an 
inclination towards social service 
and volunteering. It started as 

small activities such as cleaning of the village; later on 
contributing to disaster relief activities such as floods.  
Mr Mishra immigrated to USA in 1966. He has been a 
strong advocate and role model for making a 
difference in the society through volunteering; he has 
done that through own involvement in many projects. 
He was awarded volunteer for the disaster action 
team (DAT) by the American Red Cross in 1997. Since 
2000 he has done relief work for Our Village Trust in 
joint collaboration with Habitat for Humanity India. 
Thereafter through Mishra Charity, he helped 
build homes for a Harijan village in Jagatsingpur area, 

supported the school for the blind, helped educate 
Harijan girls to earn engineering degree and helped 
education for the Adibashi students in Kalahandi. 
During Tsunami he and his son Tinu personally 
went to Sri Lanka and with the help of Habitat for 
Humanity Sri Lanka, helped build houses in Galle and 
Batticaloa. A proponent of offering vocational training 
in schools and 2 year colleges, he has been trying to 
implement it in Orissa for the last 15 years. He hopes 
that Orissa or at least a district there will one day 
adopt the concept and create employment for the 
mass as it has happened in US, all western countries 
and especially in Korea. A life member of OSA and a 
member since its inception, he lives with his wife 
Kanan (Jhunu) in Scottsdale, AZ.  

 

 
 

2009 Youth Volunteer Award  
Ms Supriya Misra 

 
Supriya is a recent graduate of 
Health Careers High School, a 
science and medical magnet 
school in San Antonio, TX. During 
high school, Supriya conducted 
research at the UTHSC in hopes of 
finding an 

alternative/supplemental 
treatment for cervical cancer ς presented findings at 
science fair, earning distinction from the US Army. 
From a young age, Supriya has been conscious about 
social activities.  During summers, Supriya volunteers 
ŀǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŀȄƛƳǳƳ tƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ ŀ 
summer camp for physically and mentally disabled 
children. She has also volunteered at the Methodist 
CƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ {ŀƴ !ƴǘƻƴƛƻΣ ¢· ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
three years to help make the hospital more child 
friendly, especially for long term patients. In the 
summer of 2008, Supriya visited a school for disabled 
children called Sahaya in Cuttack and exchanged ideas 
and teaching tips with the staff.  In 2008, Supriya was 
elected the Vice-tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ 
Board at the hospital. In addition to her interest in 
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community activities, Supriya has excelled as a 
student and in school activities. She has consistently 
excelled in history, latin, and persuasive speaking; has 
earned gold medals in the National Latin Exam. She 
has also been an active member of the Student 
Council and Mu Alpha Theta, the Math Honors 
Society. Her history fair project of 2007 focusing on 
two Oriya freedom fighters was invited to be 
presented at the Bob Bullock Museum in Austin, TX 
and the Institute of Texan Cultures in San Antonio. As 
President of National Honor Society, Supriya organized 
and hosted a school wide talent show; tutored peers 
in Latin, English, Math and Biology before and after 
school. She also has strong interests in arts and music; 
earned seats in youth, varsity and regional orchestras, 
awarded Outstanding Violinist at every solo and 
ensemble competition for the past 7 years. In the fall 
of 2009 Supriya will be joining University of Texas 
where she plans to pursue business, liberal arts, and 
pre-med subjects. 
 

2009 Meghana Memorial Award for 
Creative Writing [A]  
Ms Malina Maharana 

 
Malina, daughter of Sasmita and 
Madhab Maharana, resident of 
Houston, Texas. She is currently a 
6h grader in Conerstone 
Academy. She loves to read at any 
free time, likes 
listening/singing/dancing to hindi 
and oriya music, likes 

writing mystery stories. She is also taking odissi dance 
lessons.  

 
 

2009 Meghana Memorial Award for 
Creative Writing [B]  

Ms Lipsa Panda 
 

Lipsa Panda is the daughter of Lalit 
and Meeta Panda who currently 
reside in Long Island. She is in 12th 
grade and attends Syosset High 
School. Lipsa enjoys writing in her 

spare time as well as actively learning Oriya. She is an 
avid reader, cyclist, music aficionado, and artist, as 
well. Her main influences include her parents and her 
grandparents including the ones in California, Boston 
and North Carolina. Thanks so much to all her family 
for all their wonderful support.                               
 

2009 Yuva Kala Vikash Award  
Suraj Patnaik 

 
 Suraj Patnaik is a promising 
young artist who has been 
groomed to preserve and 
promote Oriya music outside 
Orissa. He is trained in Hindustani 
classic music from Guru Smt. 
Mani Majumdar (Chicago). He has 
received training in Odissi music 

and Gita Govinda from Guru Sri Keshab Ch Raut and 
Pt. Raghunath Panigrahi respectively. Through his 
association with Chinmaya Mission, Suraj has been a 
role model for many by chanting the Bhagavad Gita 
and reciting stutis and vandans. Chinmaya Mission 
released his first Sanskrit and Hindi Bhajan CD - 
Madhuram in 2004. His first music concert was 
arranged by Raaga (a cultural organization to promote 
Oriya music) in 2006 at Bhubaneswar, Orissa. Suraj has 
been actively engaged in OSA activities since his 
childhood. He was a recipient of the Subrina Biswal 
Award for music at the age of 4 and again at 7. Suraj is 
also trained in the western style of singing. He 
recently got selected to an elite Jazz Vocal Group 
called Wildscats led by Grammy Award winning music 
department of Nequa Valley High School in Naperville, 
Illinois. Suraj is an apt violinist and enjoys 
playing piano in his spare time. An honor student in 
the class of 2011, Suraj wishes to use his musical and 
academic talents to serve the community.  
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2009 Kalashree Award  
Dr. Gagan Panigrahi 

                                                
Mr Gagan Panigrahi comes from a 
village named Barunsing near the 
town of Balasore in Odisha. His 
village life helped him interact with 
nature as well as the community: 
the vivid color of nature and 
seasons inspired him to draw and 

paint whereas the community life awakened his love 
for people. During his school and college years he 
used to go with his mother to watch daskathia, pala 
and jatra in the village while his peers were more 
interested in the cinema. He has acted several times in 
school dramas.  The school headmaster Mr Gourikanta 
Kar who was also a good actor, influenced him 
tremendously to take part in dramas. His acting 
continued during his M.Sc. days with some 
interruptions. He has been awarded first prize in 
painting in college and acted in several award winning 
dramas. However his main acting interest came to life 
after his marriage with Sabita who had keen interest 
in Drama and upon coming in contact with Sri Gopal 
Mohanty and Niranjan Mishra in Canada, both of 
whom are Kalashree award winners of OSA.  He acted 
ŀǎ ά.ƘŀƎƛŀέ for the first time in North America in a 
major drama Chha Maana Athaguntha under the 
direction of Srigopal Mohanty in 25th anniversary of 
OSA convention in Pomona, New Jersey (1994). For 
the last fifteen years he has been acting in and 
directing several plays in CanOSA and OSA. The drama 
performed under his direction at the Detroit 
convention (2007) was judged as the best drama in 
Pramode Patnaik Drama Competition. In the Toronto 
OSA convention (2008) for the first time in North 
America, he produced a Geetinatya,  Karnarjuna  
where he acted as  Karna. His artistic ability allows 
him to create stage scenery with ease and heightened 
aesthetic appearance. Recently he has shown 
tremendous interest in Odia poetry and has written 
approximately a hundred poems, some of which have 
been published in newspapers and OSA journals. His 
poems are heavily influenced by his village life, people 
and experiences. He is a molecular geneticist by 
profession and works in the MaRS district for The 
Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. He obtained his 

Ph.D from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.  He 
has received a National Scholarship and other 
Fellowships from various agencies during his student 
life. He has published several research papers in 
international peer-reviewed scientific journals. 
 
 

Guest of Honor 
Ms. Kalpana Dash 

 
 Kalpana Dash, a mountaineer 
from the Sariapara village in 
Dhenkanal district of Orissa, 
now resides at Kumbhar Sahi, 
Dhenkanal Town, successfully 
climbed the 8,848-meter the 
highest peak of World Mount 
Everest. She is the first Oriya 
everester. A team of 5 climbers 
from Canada- US and Nepal 

climbed the peak with the leadership of Miss Kalpana 
Dash. She reached the peak at 11.30 AM on 21st May 
2008. Kalpana Dash is an advocate by profession. 
Kalpana Dash was born to late Gunanidhi Dash and 
Smt. Silabala Dash. 

 

 
Guest of Honor 
Ms. Abasar Beuria 

                     
Born on November 1941, Abasar 
Beuria acquired Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Ravenshaw College, 
premier educational institute and 
a Masters of Arts degree in 
Political Science from Utkal 

University. After attaining his masters degree, he 
started his career as a lecturer and then as an bank 
officer in the State Bank of India, before joining the 
Indian Foreign Service in the mid sixties. Throughout 
his distinguished career and significant diplomatic 
assignments, Mr. Beuria was critically involved as a 
member of the Indian delegation in bilateral and 
multilateral/international talks like G-77, Non ς
Alignment Summit, Commonwealth Heads of 
Government meeting, and served in important Indian 
diplomatic missions in Japan, former Soviet Union, 
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United States of America, United Arab Emirates, 
Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Madagascar.   
 
He is presently residing in Bhubaneswar, Orissa and is 
closely associated with leading socio-cultural and 
philanthropic organizations, namely Indian National 
Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage, Sarvodaya 
International Trust, and Rotary International. He 
contributes regularly to leading newspapers and Oriya 
magazines. He is the author of a recently published 
ōƻƻƪΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά5ŜǎƘŀΣ ±ƛŘŜǎƘŀΣ ŀƴŘ tǊŀŘŜǎƘŀέΦ 
 
 
 
 

 
Special Guest 
Mrs. Arathi Krishna 

 

                       
Arathi Krishna was born in 
Karnataka, India to Mr.Begane 
Ramiah, former Cabinet Minister 
in the Karnataka Government and 
Mrs. Seetha Ramaiah. Her 
academic qualifications include 

BA in Political Science, History & Economics, Masters 
in Political Science and another Masters in 
International Commerce & Public Policy from George 
Mason University, USA.  Having studied and worked 
in the United States, and given her close interactions 
with the NRIs and PIOs in the US, Arathi Krishna built 
up and maintained extensive contacts with the 
influential Indian American community in the US and 
understood their dynamics and compulsions. She 
subsequently accepted the post of Adviser to the 
largest Indian American organization in the US 
namely the National Federation of Indian American 
Associations (NFIA) in an honorary capacity. The 
Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs, Government of 
India, appointed Arathi Krishna as the Community 
Development Officer in the Indian Embassy in 
Washington DC in 2007. She was also one of the 
Panelist at Pravasi Bharathiya Diwas, 2008 held in 
bŜǿ 5ŜƭƘƛΦ  !ǊŀǘƘƛ YǊƛǎƘƴŀΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
Karnataka was recognized by the Sahyadri 
Association  on February 24th, 2008, at Ambhedkar 

Bhavan wherein she was honoured by the Governor 
of Karnataka. Arathi Krishna was facilitated by Global 
Organisation of people of Indian Origin On June 30th, 

2008, at a function in Washington DC. She has also 
written an autobiographical journey of here life - ά! 
vǳŜǎǘ !ŎǊƻǎǎ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŀΦέ 
 
 
 

Special Guest 
Mr. Pratap K.  Mohanty 
 

                                              
 

Pratap K Mohanty , joined the 
Consulate General of India as its 
Consul [Education] in Febraury,2009. 
Prior to this assignment he was the 
Deputy Educational Advisor in 
Ministry of human Resource 
Development, Govt. of India during 

which he was involved in some of the flagship 
programs in social sector such as Universalization of 
Elementary Education,  and Mid-day Meal scheme. He 
also held charge of the national program of ICT  usage 
at High Schools. 
He holds a Mater Degree in Political Science from JNU, 
New Delhi. His interests are :  social sector planning , 
issues relating to poverty alleviation and use of 
technology in pedagogy. 
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Chapter News 

CANOSA News May ɀAug 2009 
By Jibanjit Tripathy 
 

Bisuba Milana ς Sunday May 27th, 2009 
 
Annual Bishuba Milana Cultural event was held on 
May 17th at the Chinguacousy Secondary School 
auditorium in Brampton. The event started with 
opening song Vande Maataram, followed by welcome 
address by the CanOSA President and a souvenir was 

released by Niranjan Mishra to mark the occasion, 
which included congratulatory noted from Prime  

 
 
Minister Stephen Harper, Ontario Premier Dalton 
McGuinty and several contributions of articles, poems 

& drawing from members and children. The highlights 
of the evening cultural performance were, Odissi 
Dance Guruvandana & BATU NRITYA (STHAI NRUTYA), 

children drama Raja Harishchandra, group remix folk 
dance. Smt. Sumitra Padhi gave away certificates and 
trophies to young participants. CanOSA Treasurer 
thanked everybody for their contributions for the 
event. Finally drama bana-nAsika was presented    
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CanOSA President in Panorama India Board 
Saturday May 23

rd
, 2009 

 
CanOSA President was inducted into Panorama India 
board of directors for 2009-2010 and was appointed 
Secretary for the same Period.  Panorama India is a 
pioneer not-for-profit umbrella organization, 
established in 1999, helps unite various cultural 
associations, groups and individuals in Canada to 
project a common identity based on their Indian 
Heritage and to showcase their arts and culture.  
 

CanOSA 2009 One Day Picnic 
Saturday July 25

th
, 2009 

 
Traditional annual CanOSA One Day picnic was 
organized at the Mississauga valley Park on Saturday 
July 25th. Around 85 people stuck together under grey 
sky and pouring rain and still it was full of fun, 
everyone were laughing, enjoying and never stopped 

cooking without caring about the rain even when 
drenched. There was so much of water from outside 
that we did not cut watermelon! We made mutton 
curry, rice, dal, tomato chutny and vegetables. In 

between, we had tea several times and garam garam 
pakoda and French-fries. So many people ready to 
help. We did not give up but the rain gave up and 
stopped and finally we enjoyed our dinner under 
sunny sky. 
 

Cottage Picnic: Friday July 31st-Aug 3rd, 2009 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƎŀǇ ƻŦ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ н ȅŜŀǊǎΣ /ŀƴh{!Ωǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 
cottage picnic was revived and organized at the 
Sunrise tourist and Trailer Park on the picturesque 
Rice Lake. 

 Around 65 people participated. This time the venue 
had a mixed type of accommodation. One cottage, 7 
motor homes and to accommodate more families 

some tents on the campground were taken. On 31st 
night everybody dined on Bhuguni, Samosa and 






























































