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In few moments 2011 will bid farewell from us. But 
forever, it has imprinted many springs in our hearts. 
Arab spring has given hope of freedom and liberty to 
many where these are un -heard of. Anti -corruption up 
rise in India has once again promising peop le to dream 
of better life. OSA has been striving to stay transparent. 
Negative forces in OSANET has been transforming to 
positive discussions, suggestive and constructive ideas.  
All these are signifying good days are ahead but we 
have miles to go. Let us make a pledge in New Year that 
we will keep our area clean wherever we eat, wherever 
we live, whatever we talk and whomever we talk to. Let 
us pray to GOD to keep our thoughts clean and give us 
courage & strength to be determinative.  

 
Sridhar Rana  
Julie Acharya Ray 
Babru Samal 
December 29, 2011 
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Presidentõs Message 

Fellow Odias in different regions of the country have 

been contributing funds to the OSA flood relief 

campaign. So far we have sent $5,000 to the Chief 

Ministerôs Relief Fund and more than $8,000 to the 

Ramakrishna Mission in Odisha. We the OSA 

officials feel happy that our organization has come to 

the assistance of the flood-affected people of Odisha 

by raising donations through its members and various 

chapters.  

 

4. We have also tried to connect with our state 

Odisha by organizing a forum on Higher Education 

Opportunities in North America, in collaboration 

with Utkal University, Odisha on 22
nd

 December 

2011.   

 

5. I am happy to announce that the 43
rd
 OSA 

convention is going to be held in Seattle, Washington 

from 5-7 July 2012 and we are in constant 

communication with the Pacific Northwest chapter 

for the planning of the convention. Mr. Amulya Das 

has been nominated as the convener of the OSA 2012 

convention by the Pacific North West chapter. 

Congratulations Amulya Das for your willingness to 

come forward and help lead the his chapter in 

organizing this convention. The local officials are in 

constant contact with the OSA officials in planning 

the convention. Please save the date, 5-7 July 2012. 

 

"Many hands make light work" and that is our motto 

for the OSA. It is the communal effort and being part 

of this team has so many rewards. I hope you will 

consider taking some time out of your busy schedule 

to come forward and participate in any of the OSA 

activities you like.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all 

for your continuous support to the OSA. My husband 

and I wish you all a very happy and safe Holiday 

Season. 

 

Sincerely, 

Annapurna Pandey 

President, OSA 

 

My dear fellow members of our beautiful Odia 

community, 

 

Greetings! May the New Year bring each one of you 

Peace, Good Health and Prosperity. 

 

There has not been a single dull moment since we took 

office in July 2011. It is hard to imagine that 2011 is 

almost over, but it is. Another couple of weeks and 2012 

will be knocking on our dooréI am wondering how did 

that happen?  

 

So far it has been a great experience to work with you all! 

While serving the OSA adds to my workload, it has given 

me the opportunity to get to know my fellow officials 

better and reach out to the greater Odia community in the 

North America. Truly speaking, my involvement with the 

OSA gives me a tremendous sense of happiness and 

gratification. I take this opportunity to share with you the 

things we have been doing since last July. 

 

1. We have made every effort to make the OSA an 

inclusive organization by involving fellow Odias form 

different parts of the Americas. Consciously, we are trying 

to develop an inclusive OSA community giving due 

weight to each and every member in the organization. Our 

membership drive has been going on in full swing and has 

reached over 850. Please do help us in reaching 1000 by 

the end of March 2012.  

 

2. Through our BOG monthly conference calls and 

committees, we have involved different chapters and their 

voices in the decision making process of our organization. 

We have also been in contact with various members of our 

community through Internet as well as through our 

ejournal, Utkarsa.  

 

3. The Orissa Society of the Americas (OSA) organized 

successful fundraising programs in different parts of the 

USA to help the flood affected people in Odisha. Since 

we, the members of the OSA learned about the devastating 

flood situation in Odisha last September, 2011 



October OSA BOG Meeting Date: 10/02/2011 
Meeting Location: Conference Call  
Recorded By: Leena Mishra  
Atte ndance: 
No Name Title Organization Present 

1 Annapurna Pandey             President OSA Yes 

2 Kuku Das        Vice President OSA Yes 

3 Leena Mishra             Secretary OSA Yes 

4 Sushant Satpathy             Treasurer OSA Yes 

5 Nisikant Sahoo             President  OSA- New England Yes 

6 Bigyani Das             Past President OSA  Yes 

7 Nihar Nanda             President OSA ï New England Yes 

8 Priya Darshan Patra              President OSA ï Pacific 
Northwest Chapter 

Yes 

9 Amar Pani             President Southern Chapter Yes 

10 Lalatendu Mohanty              President OSA ï NYNJ Chapter Yes 

11 Sabita Panigrahi              President CanOSA Yes 

12 Gopala Mohapatra              President South West Yes 

 
 

Meeting Location  
Conference Call     

 
Meet ing Start  
Meeting Schedule Start: 9: 00 pm Eastern time 
 

Agenda 
 2011 Convention Issue 

 
Meeting Details  

 Formal Introduction by everyone in the meeting 

 Bigyani Das brought a motion to approve the past minutes. Treasurer Sushant 

Satpathy seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Secretaryõs Deské 
 



Flood Drive Update 

 

 It was suggested in BOG to find a proper communication from Red Cross before 

sending the money. 

 Some members in BOG suggested considering Chief Minister Relief Fund as an 

option. 

 It was decided to keep Oct 30
th
 as the deadline for Flood Drive. President 

Annapurna Pandey Suggested forming a committee who will work on adding 

visibility to OSA.  

 
Chhanda Champu Competition: 

 Bigyani Das agreed to form a committee to work on the initiative of promoting Chhanda 

and Champu. 

 

Membership and Chapter Affiliation  

 It was suggested in BOG to reach the chapter members and ask them to login to DOLA 

and update the chapter affiliation. 

 

 Transparency in OSA 

 

 BOG has decided to post the agenda of the BOG meeting in OSANet much before the 

OSA BOG meeting. 

 Members will be given opportunity to suggest any issue that they want to be discussed 

in BOG 

 

 

Meeting End  
 Meeting Actual End:  12:25 pm Eastern time 

 

Post Meeting Action Items  
Action Assigned To Deadline 

Promotion of Chhanda Champu  Bigyani Das  

proposal for adding visibility to OSA Sushant Satpathy  

Conflict Resolution Amar Pani  

 
Decisions Made  
Next Meeting:  

Location: Conference call ï phone 
 



November OSA BOG Meeting Date: 11/06/2011 
Meeting Location: Conference Call  
Recorded By: Leena Mishra  
Attendance:  
No Name Title Organization Present 

1 Annapurna Pandey             President OSA Yes 

2 Kuku Das        Vice President OSA Yes 

3 Leena Mishra             Secretary OSA Yes 

4 Sushant Satpathy             Treasurer OSA Yes 

5 Nisikant Sahoo             Past President  OSA- New England Yes 

6 Bigyani Das             Past President OSA  Yes 

7 Nihar Nanda             President OSA ï New England Yes 

8 Priya Darshan Patra              President OSA ï Pacific Northwest  Yes 

9 Amar Pani             President Southern  Yes 

10 Lalatendu Mohanty              President OSA ï NYNJ  Yes 

11 Sabita Panigrahi              President CanOSA Yes 

12 Gopala Mohapatra              President South West Yes 

13 Radhagobinda Mohanty              President OSA-Ozark Yes 

14 Anadi Naik              President OSA- MD/VA Yes 

15 Prabhat Mohapatra        Elected President OSA ï NYNJ  Yes 

16 Rakesh Pattanaik              Member OSA ï Pacific Northwest  Yes 

17 Manoranjan Acharya              Member OSA ï Pacific Northwest  Yes 

18 Debashish Panda              Member OSA ï Pacific Northwest  Yes 

19 Arat Rout President Ohio Yes 

20 Pranabesh Das               Member OSA ï Pacific Northwest  Yes 

21 Pradeep Sahoo               Member OSA ï Pacific Northwest  Yes 

22 Amulya Das Convenor- 2012 

Convention 

OSA ï Pacific Northwest  Yes 

23 Chita Baral             Member OSA Yes 

 

Meetin g Location  
Conference Call     
 

Meeting Start  
Meeting Schedule Start: 8: 00 pm Eastern time 

Agenda 
 OSA 2012 convention hosted by the Pacific North West chapter.   (The chapter 

President and a few community members to brief the BOG on their planning the 2012 

convention.) 

 NROFC meeting in Bhubaneswar, Dec 18th 2011. (Prof. Chitta Baral to brief us on a 
workshop, " Buddhist heritage and tradition" planned on this occasion.) 

 Treasurer's report 

 Secretary's report 

 Question & Answer Session 

 



Meeting Details  

 
NY/NJ Chapter President 

 President Annapurna Pandey welcomed elected NYNJ chapter President Mr. Prabhat Mohapatra 

to the group. Everyone in the group joined Ms. Pandey to welcome Mr. Prabhat Mohapatra.  

 

NROFC Update 

 Mr. Chita Baral briefed everyone on his findings on Buddhist cave in Khandagiri and the 

planned workshop in Utkal University, Orissa.. 

 The date of the workshop is not finalized yet. The tentative date of the workshop is 18
th
/ 19

th
 of 

December. 

 

Convention Update 

 Mr. Amulya Das delivered a thank you message to the group updated the team about 

convention. 

 

Treasurerôs Report 

 

Flood Drive: 

 Sushant Satpathy informed the team that he has received $9700 for flood drive so far and  

there are pledges for another $1200.  $7,500 has already been sent and any amount in excess 

of $7500 will be sent to RKM very soon.  

 

Membership Drive: 

Sushant Satpathy updated the team on Membership Drive with the following information: 

Á OSA currently has 852 members which include all types of membership and in last two 

months 28 new members (life and 5-year) have joined OSA.  

Á They are planning to follow-up with annual members on this. 

 

Secretaryôs Report 

 The past meeting was approved in the BOG even though it was considered approved in the 

email before. 

 Anadi Naik suggested to send the OSA events/activities to Odia News paper.  

 Lata Mishra and Bigyani Das are working on the promotion of Chhanda and Champu . 

.  

General Discussions on 2012 Convention 

 

 Everyone in the team joined to share their ideas, comments and opinions about solving the 

2012 convention issue. 

 

Meeting End  
Meeting Actual End:  11:45 pm Eastern time 
 

Post Meeting Action Items  
Action Assigned To Deadline 

Promotion of Chhanda Champu  Bigyani Das & Lata Misra  

 
Decisions Made  
Next Meeting:  

Location: Conference call ï phone 
 



December OSA BOG Meeting Date: 12/04/2011 
Meeting Location: Conference Call  
Recorded By: Leena Mishra  
Attendance  
No Name Title Organization Present 

1 Annapurna Pandey             President OSA Yes 

2 Kuku Das        Vice President OSA Yes 

3 Leena Mishra             Secretary OSA Yes 

4 Sushant Satpathy             Treasurer OSA Yes 

5 Anadi Naik             President  OSA- MD/VA Yes 

6 Bigyani Das             Past President OSA  Yes 

7 Amar Pani             President Southern Chapter Yes 

8 Lalatendu Mohanty              President OSA ï NYNJ Chapter Yes 

9 Sabita Panigrahi              President CanOSA Yes 

10 Gopala Mohapatra              President South West Yes 

 

Meeting Location  
Conference Call     

Meeting Start  
Meeting Schedule Start: 8: 30 pm Eastern time 
Meeting Actual Start: 10:35 pm  - please list one time 
 

Agenda 
1. Convention update 

2. Greater Seattle Chapter 

3. Treasurer's report 

4. Secretary's report 

 
Meeting Details  
 President Annapurna Pandey welcomed ever one to the meeting. 

 

Convention Update 

Annapurna Pandey updated BOG members about convention from the e-mail update sent by convener 

Mr. Amulya Das.    

 
Secretaryôs Report 

Secretary Leena Mishra briefed the following items: 

 December Utkarsha Announcement 

Á The last date to receive the report for Utkarsa is 15
th
 Dec 

 OSAôs sponsorship for International Odissi Festival 2012. 

 A vote was taken to find out the decision about OSAôs sponsorship for International Odissi 
festival. Everyone in BOG was in favor of this proposal. 

 OSA was invited to become a sponsor of the International Odissi Festival being 
organized in Odisha during December 23- 26 by IPAP and other prominent cultural 

organizations in Odisha and India. 

 



o BOG members voted that OSA should participate as a sponsor. As currently 

OSA does not have enough discretionary fund for this sponsorship, it was 

decided to request BOG members and anyone else interested to sponsor this 

event with $1000.  
 

 Updates on chapter Relation Committee 

 

 Improve relationship with Indian Embassy 

 

     Treasurerôs Report 

 

 Treasurer Sushant Satpathy updated the BOG about the membership drive. 

 

 

Greater Seattle Chapter Issue  

There was discussion regarding Greater Seattle Chapter Application received by secretary on 

October 31
st
 2011. It was pointed out that in the chapter application for the new chapter the 

geographical area for the chapter is missing. It was decided that secretary should get 

clarification on that point before BOG can make a decision. 

 

 

Meeting End  
Meeting Actual End:  12:25 pm Eastern time 
 
 

Post Meeting Acti on Items  
Action Assigned To Deadline 

Respond to Debadutta Dash  Leena Mishra  

Contact BOG for Odissi 

Festival 

Sushant Satpathy  

Updated Membership Form  Anadi Naik  

 
Decisions Made  

 OSA will be a Sponsor for International Odissi Festival. 

 
Next Meeting  

Next Meeting:  8th January 2012 
Location: Conference call ï phone 

 



Welcome aboard, New Members!  
 
Dear Friends, 

 

Please join us in welcoming our new members to the society. We are 

thankful for their decision to be part of OSA. We look forward to a lasting 

positive relationship and hope this will bring new ideas to our 

organization and invigorate all of us in carrying out OSA's mission 'the 

pursuit of excellence in the promotion and propagation of Oriya culture in 

Americas by bringing together all the people interested in Orissa through 

socio-cultural events, and developmental activities'. We are hoping all of 

you can reach out to someone who is currently not a member of OSA and 

request him/her to consider being a member and help carrying out OSA's 

mission. And if each one of us try we can reach 1000 members soon. We 

all need to contribute our own way by bringing our friends or family to be 

part of the organization.  

 

Once again let's heartily welcome following members who have joined 

over last 2 months: 

 

Rakesh Patnaik and Sangeeta Katha, WA, Life Member  

Niranjan Senapati and Itishree Bastia, MA, Life Member 

Satyakam and Mitali Madhusmita Das, WA, 5-year Member 

Anwesha Das and Ashish Narrain, WA, 5-year Member  

Habib M Habib and Sakina Habib, WA, 5-year Member  

Madhusmita Sahoo and Jayaprathap Parameswaran, WA, 5-year Member  

Murthy Kalkura and Aarthi Kalkura, WA, 5-year Member  

Sukanta K Nanda and Namrata Panda, WA, 5-year Member  

Rita Meher and Brandon McIntosh, WA, 5-year Member  

Sambit Behera and Sasmita Behera, WA, 5-year Member  

Pallavi Baral and Rahul Lal, WA, 5-year Member  

Ratna Roy and David Capers, WA, Life Member  

Mitrabhanu Sahu, WA, Life Member  

Dina Krushna Ray and Ratna Ray, WA, 5-year Member  

Nihar Ranjan Dash and Samita Satpathy, WA 5-year Member  

Swaroop Mishra and Anna Mishra, WA, Life Member  

Debabrata Panda and Renuka Mishra, CA, 5-year Member  

Ashok Jena and Pushpanjali Jena, CA, Life Member  

Sandip Biswal and Anita Biswal, CA, Life Member  

Marc Dareau and Pragati Misro, CA, Life Member  

Prasanna Mohanty and Sarita Mohanty, CA, Life Member  

Brian T Feeley and Sarina Behera, CA, Life Member  

Reina Haque and Ralph Vogel, CA, Life Member 

Treasurerõs Reporté 
 



Gati Kar and Anuradha Kar, CA, Life Member  

Ashok Das and Sanghamitra Pattnaik, WA, 5-year Member  

Dillip Behera and Priyadarsini Behera, NH, Life Member  

Biswabhusan Sahoo and Mamata Sahoo, MA, Life Member  

Srinivas P Tutika and Padmaja Tutika, MO, Life Member  

Sishu Shankar and Sushila Marhata, CA, Life Member 

Kedarnath Nanda and Tapati Dash, MD, Life Member 

Tusar Das and Rnajita Das, OH, Life Member 

Chinmaya Panda and Monalisa Tripathy, CA, 5-year member 

 

We want to take a moment to thank everyone who have worked hard to 

introduce these members to OSA. We are looking for member-

volunteers from each chapter or region to help with our out reach 

effort. It is our sincere request to all of you to do your part to grow this 

organization and together we can ! 

 

 

Flood Relief D rive  
 

Dear Friends,  

 

Namaskar! 

I want to thank you all for your support for the Flood Relief drive. At 

the conclusion of this drive OSA received $13,144.12 from 118 donors 

(new donors are listed below). The funds received have already been 

disbursed: $5,000 to Chief Ministerôs Relief Fund and $7,917.41 to 

Rama Krishna Mission. The transaction details are in the attached 

document with explanation. Also, I have attached 

communications/documents received from RKM regarding their plan 

for funds utilization that I received prior to transfer of last installment 

to RKM.  

 

SO Cal high school students Aditi Patnaik, Surya Kar, Soumya Kar, 

Komal Rout, Milan Mohanty, Nayan Behera, Ricky Spandan, Sheetal 

Rout, Shibani Mohanty, Shreya Maharana and Shruti Khandai with the 

help of their parents and community had organized a talent show on 

Nov 20th to raise funds for the Flood Relief drive. My heartfelt thanks 

to parents and everyone involved for engaging children for a good 

cause and raising $2126 in the process.  

 

Also, I want to thank MD Cricket team for their effort and helping us 

with $1100 for this drive. 

 

New Donors (no particular order except the order entered): 

Annonymous    IL 

Sarada and Rupa Mohapatra    IL 

Debashish and Liti Panda    IL 

Lalatendu Mohanty and Namrata Das    NJ 

 



Satyabrata  Nayak and Sunita Rout    CA 

Laxmi and Shakuntala Bhuyan    CA 

Sitaram and Shivangi Susarla    CA 

Sitikantha and Shakti Mohapatra    CA 

Pradeept Sahoo and Smita Das    CA 

Aparajita Patnaik    CA 

Smruti Rout    CA 

Sudhir and Sasmita Maharana    CA 

Jitendra Sarwate and Swati Pandit    CA 

Gouri Sankar Kar and Swayam Pati    CA 

Tapas and Shelly    CA 

Varun     CA 

 

 

I received following suggestions that I wanted 

to share:  

 

1. It will be helpful to preselect organizations 

best able to carry out these type of effort 

suggested names : RKM , BSS, Rotary Club 

and Samaj Relief Fund  

 

2. OSA should create a fund ($2500-$5000) for 

humanitarian cause and should be able to send 

the amount for immediate relief  

 

3. On-line payment will be easier 

 

4. Give different option to donors to publish 

name and amount or combination there of (no 

name and no amount,  no name but amount, 

name and amount, name and no amount). I 

could not do that because of time and 

possibility of commission/omission on my part 

(as it is manual). 

 

If you have any question or suggestion, please 

send it to treasurer@orissasociety.org.   

Once again I want to thank you all not for the 

amount raised through this flood drive rather 

the way we all came together as community. 

 

Best Regards, 
Sushant Satpathy 

Volunteer/ Treasurer, OSA 

Gopal Mohapatra    TX 

Sandip Dasverma    WA 

Surya and Minakhi Panigrahy    IL 

NY Life ( Matching Fund - Lalatendu 

Mohanty)    NJ 

Biswa Mohaptra     MD 

Kedarnath Nanda    MD 

Sajesh Saran    MD 

Bimal Mishra    MD 

Jitendra Prusty    MD 

Kiran Ambatipud    MD 

Subrat Rout    MD 

Sambit Kumar    MD 

Subrat Mohanty    MD 

Anil Das    MD 

Rajani Rath    MD 

Alok Ray    VA 

Anonymous    CA 

Ashok and Pushpanjali Jena    CA 

Basant  K Sahu    CA 

Biswajit Khandai    CA 

Gautem and Madhmita Das    CA 

Gitanjali and Sribardhan Patnaik    CA 

Harsha Pattnaik    CA 

Jhili    CA 

Jyostna Patnaik    CA 

Kasturee and Deba Mohapatra    CA 

Santosh and Kabita Mishra    CA 

Kirtan and Mamata Behera    CA 

Mir Mahiuddin    CA 

Atreya Das and Lisa Mohanty    CA 

Manoj and Gouri Mishra    CA 

Naba and Bijaylaxmi  Kar    CA 

Nandita Behera    CA 

Nirod and Sneha Mohanty    CA 

Prabin Bishoyi    CA 

Prasanna Panda and Nibedita Acharya    CA 

Pushpita Chandan    CA 

Raja Epsilon and Babita Mohanty    CA 

Rajesh and Pinky    CA 

Rita Mohanty    CA 

Sabyasachi and Banita Panigrahi    CA 

Sanjay and Yogapriya Das    CA 
Saroj and Suniti Behera    CA 

Saroj Mohapatra and Manisha Mishra    CA 

Satya and Punyatoya    CA 

 



OSA Washington - DC Chapter  
 

Kumar Purnima 2011  
 
This is our first Kumar Purnima event since we took over as office bearers of the 
OSA DC chapter. 
This year the DC chapter observed Kumar Purnima on October 16 at the Hindu 
temple Maryland with grandeur. Young girls and boys  participated in the cultural 
programs with enthusiasm. The program started with Gayatri bandana and was 
followed by a description of the festival. It was incredible to see the kids dancing to 
the tune of ethnic Oriya and modern Bollywood songs. Kids also showcased their 
talent in Indian classical music and classical dance forms. A well made Oriya drama 
about Lord Jagannath was also presented by our chapterôs kids on this occasion. 
Thus the evening was full of merry making and festivities. The cultural prog ram 
was coordinated by Susmita Sahu and Dharitri Banerjee. 

  
 Mr. Amulya Balwantaray, a prominent Odiss i dancer, was our distinguished guest 
for the evening. He enraptured the audience with an Odissi performance. 
Life time achievement award from national OSA was conferred on Mrs Anu Biswal 
for her outstanding contribution to Oriya community in USA. The awar d was 
presented by our past presidents Dr Bigyani Das and Pratap Das on this occasion. 

  
Chanda puja was arranged by Meera Mohapatra and Urmila Sahu. All children and 
adults  performed the rituals of Chanda puja by offering Chanda bhoga to moon. 
Our traditional ñChanda bhogaò was distributed to all the attendees. The 
celebration ended with distribution of trophies to all the participants. Finally, 
dinner comprising traditional Oriya food was served by the food Organizers.  
 

Chapter News  
 



   
 

Our special thanks to Dr Babru Samal and Kedar nath Nanda for posting 
pictures and videos  of our Kumar Purnima  event.  
 
Pictures are taken by Dr Babru Samal and  can be seen at 
http://w ww.babru.com/KPurnima11 .   
Also the news was telecast in OTV, Odisha. The news snippet has been 
uploaded by Kedarnath Nanda at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3 -
SxeSGpqc. 
 
Volunteers : Our special thanks to following volunteers for their support and  
contribution in making this event successful.  
Raj Patnaik, Anup Bakshi, Sanghamitra Sahu, Ipsita  Das , Girija Sahoo, 
Gaurav Nanda, Anil Das, Bala Dixit,  Shivasis Hota, Deepak Dhala,Debasis 
Patnaik , Hemant Biswal ,,Supriya Pattanyak, Asmi Panigrahi, Sarthak 
Sahu, Urmila Sahu, Bandita Mishra, Sangeeta Nayak, Parameeta Kanungo, 
Manaswini Sahu, Leena Mishra,  Madhabi Das , Lali Tripathy,  Ashim Dey, 
Kalpana Panigrahi  & Susama Panda.  
 
Upcommin g Event:  
The DC chapter is going to observe Saraswati puga on January 26, 2012 at 
Hindu Temple Maryland.  
Chapter Web Page  : 
A website for the OSA DC chapter has been created and can be reached at 

www.osa -dc. org  . Our special thanks to Ayaskant Sahu, Surya Sahu & 

Laxmikant Dash for their efforts in putting it up.  

 
We look forward to next event in 2012.  
Visit us at www.osa -dc.org  for any news announcements, for um 
updates and events.  
 
Thanks, 
Gatikrishna Tripathy, President  

Maushumi Pattanayak, Vice President 

Upendra Das, Treasurer/Secretary 
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CANOSA Report of 2011 winter  
By Sabita Panigrahi 

 

 

Kumar Ut sav Celebration 

 
CANOSA celebrated Kumar Utsav at the Chinguacousy 

Secondary School auditorium in Brampton. It was a 

typical autumn afternoon in the Greater Toronto Area. The 

curtains opened with the song  ñKuanara Punei  rati lo, 

Kuanara Punei ratiò .  The young girls danced to the tune 

with joy. The dance was choreographed by Nandita 

Ganteyet and directed by Madhusmita Gharai-Patra. That 

was followed by a Ganesh Vandana dance which was 

choreographed by Nandita Gantayet and performed by 

Arpita and Nikita Gantayet, Ineka Panigrahi and Prachi 

Mishra.  The audience was mesmerized by their flawless 

synchronization and beautiful professional performance. 

The children presented a play in Odia based on the 

folklore of Odisha called ñTaapoiò. 30 children 

participated in this play starting from age 2 to 13.   It was 

written by Sumitra Padhi and directed by Nibedita Patnaik.   

 
The tabla recital by Satwik Pattanaik, Amitabh Mohanty 

and Pratap Satpathy was quite fascinating. 

 

 
 

 

It was directed by Pratap Satpathy.  For the first time, 

a play by the name of Ama Parivara, performed by 

ladies only, was presented on the stage. It was quite 

hilarious to listen to the squabbling of ladies from 

different regions of Odisha (Cuttack, Baripada, 

Berhampur and Sambalpur). 

 

 

 



Another angle of this play was to put emphasis on 

Dhaga Dhamali (proverbs) of Odisha and they were 

frequently used in conversations. That created 

laughter often among the audience. The play was 

written by Niyati Mohanty and directed by Sabita 

Panigrahi.  Ayushi Sharma and Neena Jayarajan 

from Menaka Thakkar Dance Company (MTDC) 

presented a beautiful Mangalacharan, Pallavi and 

Moksha of Odissi dance. At the end, a suanga style 

comedy play Sesha Bichara (Last Judgement ) 

written and directed by Niranjan Mishra,  was 

presented.  The tempo of the play picked up slowly 

and ended with a big laughter.  Vote of thanks was 

given by Sujata Patnaik and Sudeshna Patnaik.    

 

 
 

Prizes were given by the Chief Guest Dr Menaka Thakkar 

to the children who participated in the program.  Dr 

Menaka Thakkar is one of the pioneers to bring Indian 

Classical Dances to North America.  The cultural program 

was conducted by the three emcees Rinki Mohapatra, 

Madhumita Das and Swapna Patro.  The program was 

coordinated by Nibedita Pattanaik, Sumitra Padhi, 

Sudeshna Patnaik, Madhusmita Gharai-Patra, Nandita 

Gantayet, Niyati Mohanty, Pratap Satpathy and Niranjan 

Mishra. The sound and lights were managed by Suvendhu 

Mishra , Abani Pattanayak and Prasad Rao. The stage was 

managed by Gagan Panigrahi with his young volunteers, 

Bibhu Mohapatra, Suyash Pandey and Sidhant Mishra.  

Rekha Mishra, Manoj Panda and Suvendu Gantayet took 

care of still photos and videography.  Good food was 

possible due to Sujata Patnaik and Amitabh Mohanty.  

Hara N. Padhi  was in charge of registration.  The whole 

event was managed by Sabita Panigrahi. This year we had 

41 children participants out of 65. The event was attended 

by a high number of 195 people.   

The event was not only an evening of joy and festive mood 

but also a true picture of promoting and preserving the 

arts, language and heritage of Odisha by showcasing Odia 

culture and showcasing talents by both children and adults.   

                    
Fund raising for Odisha Flood Relief 
 CANOSA did a fund raising drive for the Odisha flood 

relief and raised $2329.  The money was sent to build 

cowshed for the affected people in Gop Area.  CANOSA 

board thanks Vaishno Devi temple of Oakville, Ontario for 

providing CRA (Canada Revenue Agency) tax receipts to 

the Canadian donors.  
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