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UTKARSA ð An OSA Newsletter 
Editors: Sridhar Rana & Julie Acharya Ray 

Editorial 
  

 
We bid good bye to year 2009 with mixed feelings. Amidst many achievements of Oriyas 
and Orissa related activities, we have had several untimely losses of talented lives. 
Families that rejoiced in OSA 2009 festivities have gathered to bid farewells to departed 
souls bringing to light the only truth in this world: Death. After which there are no more 
questions to be asked, no more complains to be heard and no more fights to be won. A 
death in the community is a serious reality check on life: if our goals are achievable and 
necessary. In the short span of time allocated to us, this is the time to ask ourselves: are 
we doing our best in enlightening our spirits by selfless service? 
 
With hopes that 2010 will bring us prosperity in health and strength of character, we 
wish that it will also give us time to reflect within ourselves to sieve our good powers 
from bad. 
 
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year! 
 
Editors, 
 
Sridhar and Julie 
28 December 2009 
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Upcoming OSA Events: 
 
Saraswati Puja -------  January 20, 2010 
Holi --------------------  February 28, 2010 
Regional Drama  
Festivals --------------- April -May, 2010 
OSA Convention  ----   July 2-4, 2010 
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`ÍÞ¯ auÊNZ 

 

ANÐcÑ hÑ[]Þ_e RÊVÞ, _ËAaià, `ÐeÞaÐeÞL J auÊ 

cÞf_e @`dàÔÐ© @aje D`mÒl A`ZcÐ_*Ê Ace 

@Ò_L @Ò_L hÊÒboÐ Ð H RÊVÞ jcÐNc J H 

_Ë[_aià A`Z* `ÐBÜ jÊMc¯ J hÊb`Í] ÒkD Ð H 

Ace LÐc_Ð Ð ]Ð_, ^cà J cÐ_aÞL[Ðe `Í]hà_ 

`ÐÐBÜ c^Ô H ]Þ_NÊXÞLe dÒ\ ½ bËcÞLÐ ekÞRÞ; 

`Í\ c[Ó A¯Le eÞkÐ[Þ J ]Þé[Ñ¯Òe a]Ð_Ô[Ð NÊZe 

`eÞ`ÍLÐh LeÞaÐe @`Ëaà jÊÒdÐN Ð Ace @_ÊÒeÐ^ 

A`ZcÐÒ_ JjÐLÊ kó]¯ÒLÐZÒe yÐ_ Ò]Òa J 

A`Z* a]Ð_Ô[Ð `Ze ÒSÔÐ[ÞÒe AÒmÐLÞ[ LeÐB 

JjÐLÊ ^_Ô LeÐBÒa Ð 

 

AccÐ_*e j®ÞfÞ[ D]ÔcÒe JjÐÒe jÊaÀàdÊNe 

yÐ`_Ð ÒkD Ð HkÐ kÞÜ Ace mlÔ J H mlÔLÊ jÐ\ àL 

LeÐBaÐ `ÐBÜ jcª aÐ^ÐaÞOð @[ÞLÍc LeÞ AÒccÐÒ_ 

AÒNBdÞaÐ Ð JXÞhÐeÐSÔe Qf«Þ `Í[ÞcÐ SN[e _Ð\  

`ÍbÊ SN_ðÐ\ *e AhÑaàÐ] j]Ð jaà]Ð AccÐ_*e 

QmÐ`\ Òe jÊaÐjÞ[ LÊjÊce `ÐMÊXÐ aÞRÐBÒ]a J 

AccÐ_*Ê eÐªÐ Ò]MÐBaÐ `ÐBÜ aÊwÞ, aÞÒaL J sÐ_e 

AÒmÐLa[Ñ SfÐBÒ]a Ð  

 

JjÐ J JjÐ jbÔcÐ_*e jcª c=f LÐc_Ð LeÞ 

ekÊRÞ Ð  

 

A`Z*e hÊbLÐc_Ð\ àÑ 

aÞsÐ_Ñ ]Ðj 

Ò`ÍjÞÒXÃç, JjÐ 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Executive Teamõs Messages 
 

Ló[s[Ð 

aÞsÐ_Ñ ]Ðj, ÒceÑmÐ¨ 

AjÞRÞ H Òd hÊbÒafÐ auÊ 

LkÞaÐLÊ ""^_ÔaÐ]'' 

ÒNÐVÞH cÐ[Í hvÒe 

`ÍLÐh LeÞÒ]aÐLÊ 

@«ee @Ò_L Ló[s[Ð, 

[Êc Ló[ a]Ð_Ô[Ð,  

]¯Ð, @_ÊNÍk, 

Òjðk @D A_ÊeÐN `ÐBÜ Ð 

 

H Òd HL @_ÊºÐ_ JjÐ 

[Êce, ÒcÐe, Ace, 

Ac jcª*e 

Ac`ÐBÜ NYÞRÞ H cc[Ðe Oe 

`ehÞ Ò]BRÞ c_`ÐBÜ @_ð, Sf 

aÞªó[ LeÞRÞ kÐ[ 

Ò]aÐ`ÐBÜ @LÊ¶ÞÒ[ 

Òjðk, jÕ`Làe cÐ¯Ð, 

Òcß[ÍÑ, ÒcfÒSÐf Ð 

 

jcª*e H, `ÊZÞ bÐaÞÒ]Òm 

LÐkÐe aÞ _ÊÒkÜ 

HL aÐ`Ð, cÐ ÒRDÜ¨ 

@_Ð\  hÞhÊ bfÞ 

ÒkD\ ÐH H OeÊ Òj Oe 

LÞH ÒLÒ[ÒaÒf Òjðk ]ÞH 

LÞH `ÊZÞ LÒe _ÞdàÔÐ[_Ð 

aÐecéÐe [Þe²Ðe, LVÊaÐLÔ 

ÒLÐVà LÒQeÞe Aaw ÒLÐWeÞÒe 

LÞH `ÊZÞ _Nð LeÞ LeB `ÍkÐe Ð 

 

Òk ÒcÐe `eÒ]hÑ auÊNZ 

Aj ASÞ H hÊbmNÒ_ 

LeÞaÐ h`\ , 

ÒkaÐ AÒc D`dÊ¦ 

A]hà ]Ð¯Ð]; 

Ace H Ló[s[Ð 

Òka Ac bÑiê `Z 

H Òka mlÔ Ace 

auÊbÐa, @_ÊeÐN, hÍwÐ J j®Ð_; 

^_ Ò]B, c_ Ò]B, 

Òjðk Ò]B, mlÔ Ò_B 

NYÞaÐ JjÐLÊ LeÞ jej, jÊte; 

ÒSÔÐ[Þcà¯, QÞe @cfÞ_ Ð 
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Presidentõs Holiday Message 
 

The Joyous OSA Season 
Welcome to the second edition (December issue) of the OSA newsletter, Utkarsa, posted at 
the OSA website http://www.orissasociety.org/publications.  

On behalf of all OSA executives, I want to express our deep appreciation to you and your 
families for your support, service and sacrifice to uphold the dignity of our organization.  

There are important signs that flash continuously reminding us that 2009 is coming to its 
end and the holiday and New Year's seasons are in full swing. It is a time for both conflicts 
and challenges, for both enjoyment and expectations, for both patience and peace. In the 
midst of hectic holiday commitments and in the midst of many external and internal 
challenges OSA continues to have greater visibility and it continues to make big strides. This 
is in fact a joyous season for OSA with many great news and events . 

One of the things I like most about my job is the opportunity to speak to members and many 
volunteers for different committees to seek their advice, to get their suggestions and to 
know their experiences so that we can work hard to make progress by avoiding steps that 
do not work and by putting extra emphasis on those that do work. Each of the members I 
had interacted with aspires to make our organization a better place. They all have shared 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÍÏÔÉÖÁÔÉÏÎÁÌȢ  

Here are some highlights:  

1. OSA 2010 Convention: OSA 2010 convention will take place during July 2nd-4th in 
SOFITEL SAN FRANSISCO BAY in Redwood shores, California. Our friends in 
Northern California have graciously taken this heavy responsibility.  It takes a 
village to raise a child. It takes the whole community to make a community event 
successful. Please plan to attend and assist in the convention organizing process.  

2. New Members:  I am very pleased to report that we have recruited more than 20 
new life members since July 4, 2009 amounting to a collection of about $4,000 for 
OSA. The sale for life membership and patron membership is ending on March 31, 
2010. I invite you and your friends to use this opportunity, and to apply for OSA 
membership now.  

3. New Chapter ɀ Grand Canyon Chapter: We are extremely pleased to report the 
formation of a new OSA chapter, the Grand Canyon Chapter with its base in 
Arizona and with members from Utah, California and Arizona. Congratulations to 
the chapter coordinator Mrs Manju Mishra and thanks to all the members that 
have come forward for this purpose. The chapter is formally established on 
November 24th, 2009. 

4. OSA 2009 Souvenir and Directory Distributio n: Utkarsa editor Sridhar Rana has 
shipped OSA souvenirs and directories to most of the chapter representatives and 
members. If you are a life member/patron/benefactor, and did not receive a copy 
of the souvenir, please contact your chapter president. Also, check the DOLA 
system at OSA website to verify that your membership information is correct, 
otherwise please add modifications or contact us.  

5. The Seventh Prabasi Oriya Diwas (NROFC Event): The Seventh Prabasi Oriya 
Diwas organized by NROFC (Non-Resident Oriya Facilitation Center) will be held at 
Bhubaneswar on December 27, 2009 at Patha Niwas in Bhubaneswar. This will be 
like a winter OSA convention focusing on development activities carried out by 
OSA members in Orissa. We expect good participation at this symposium by OSA 
members, press representatives, and the Orissa Government officials. If you are in 
Orissa that time, we invite you to attend. Please check 
http://www.orissasociety.org/osaft p01/nrofc.htm  for more details. Please contact 
us if you can participate either as a speaker or as an attendee. 

http://www.orissasociety.org/osaftp01/nrofc.htm
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OSA Treasurerõs Report 
 

 

6. OSA 2010 Drama Festival: The 2010 drama festival is currently organized under 
the leadership of Dr Brajendra Panda. Please plan to participate in the festival which 
is a way of propagating our cultural heritage. Please check 
http://www.orissasociety.org/osaftp01/dramafestival.htm  for details. 

7. Constitution Review:  Finally, we are in the process of updating the information on 
OSA constitution, bylaws, amendments, and resolutions. Please check OSA page on 
constitution for the current constitution and the proposed new constitution by last 
ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÖÉÅ× ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ  

8. OSA Archive and Chronology of OSA Happenings: Currently we are in the process 
of creating OSA Archive. Unfortunately, there is no record for any resolutions that 
have been passed in the General Body Meetings (GBMs) over the years, specifically 
before 2000. We would like to document them. If you remember them, please send a 
note to me or to Dr. Kula Mishra citing the exact resolution, and timing. Also, let us 
know if you have any suggestion for the amendment of the OSA constitution.  

9. Odia Summer School: Currently we are planning to organize summer school in 
communities for Odia language teaching and providing learning lessons in Odia 
music and cultural heritage. If you are interested to know more, please contact the 
Public Relations and Outreach team. 

Happy Holidays. May God bless you all, and may God bless The Orissa Society of the Americas. 

Sincerely, 

Bigyani Das 
President 
The Orissa Society of the Americas (OSA) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
By Akhileswar Patel  

 
This year the Life Membership enrollment has reached to 34 till  the end of November 2009 
and the total Life Membership is 682. 
 
The Transfer of funds as received from the previous Treasurer has been deposited in Bank Of 
America as two checking accounts - one solely devoted for charitable contribution and the 
other for day to day expenses, and two CD , one  fixed for 2  years with little higher interest 
rate and the other for 18 months with a possible liquidity at 6 months. 
 
We have paid $6000.00 to meet the immediate and initial expenses for Convention 2010 to 
the Treasurer of Convention 2010 at California. 
 
We have not yet received any payment from Convention 2009. 
 
I have also the approval to pay $500.00 to each drama competition participant for National 
Drama Competition organized by the supervision of Gopal Mohanty and Sandip Dasverma. 
 
Thanks,  
 
Akhileswar Patel 
Treasurer, OSA. 
 

 

http://www.orissasociety.org/osaftp01/dramafestival.htm
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Thanks Giving Message 

 

Dear Fellow OSA members and BOG Members 
 
 On behalf of OSA leadership we want to thank you all for your service to the organization and 
faith on the organization for which you have joined as members. (Please find a poem 
Ȱ+ÒÕÔÁÇÙÁÎÔÁȱ ÁÓ Á 0$& ÁÔÔÁÃÈÍÅÎÔɊȢ &ÒÏÍ ÌÁÓÔ 4ÈÁÎËÓÇÉÖÉÎÇ ɉςππψɊ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ 4ÈÁÎËÓÇÉÖÉÎÇ 
(2009), many of you have worked very hard for this organization and are working hard 
currently to build a better OSA. We thank you all! 
 
 We thank all the members of different committees  who have volunteered their time and 
made commitments to serve OSA.  We thank the volunteers of California  for taking up the 
huge task of organizing 2010 convention and preserving this important tradition of 
OSA. Volunteers of NYNJ had organized an extraordinary convention in 2009. Thank you NYNJ 
members for your hard work and dedication. 
 
 We thank OSA 2008-2009 election committee members  who had worked 11 months in 
their unpaid voluntary positions from July 2008 until May 2009 to professionally conduct 2009 
OSA election. 
 
We thank 2007 -2009 OSA executives for doing hard work in their voluntary unpaid positions 
and going extra miles to move OSA in the progressive path by introducing new technological 
features such as DOLA and by implementing ideas such as Regional Drama Festival for cultural 
propagation. 
 
 We thank both the past and present OSAnet moderators  for helping the organization 
communicate effectively.  
 
Our great appreciation is due to Mr Sujit  Mohanty, Esq of New Jersey for providing Pro-Bono 
service to our organization as its General Counsel. Providing protection is what makes a human 
being a true human being. Thank you Sujit Babu for your service! We thank Sunanda Holmes 
and Stan Brown  for representing OSA in Maryland when OSA and its volunteers were 
challenged for their selfless service to the society.  
 
Last, but not least, we thank our organization OSA  as it has given us the avenue to interact, to 
explore friendship and fellowship, and engage ourselves in socio-cultural activities that bring 
joy to our minds. 

 
The organization is run by unpaid volunteers. We thank all the volunteers who have provided 
their services, their time, money and intellectual advice to make this organization a better and 
brighter one by taking one step at a time everyday. 
 
 Let us take this oath that we behave as good members of this organization, we respect this 
organization, nurture this organization, and we protect this organization.  
 
Let us devote this Holiday Season (from today until January 1, 2010) to appreciate all OSA 
members that have made a positive difference in the community or personally had made an 
impact in shaping up another person's life. Please share your story of appreciation, thankfulness, 
friendship and fellowship (it can also be published in the December 2009 issue of Utkarsa). 
 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving. 
Sincerely, 
Bigyani Das 
Pradeep Mohapatra 
Annapurna Pandey 
Akhileswar Patel 

 
 


